Testimony in Support of HB 4134

Biodiversity is declining faster than any other time in human history. “Between 1970 and 2018,
the world’s seen wildlife populations decline by an average of 69%"'. And this includes Oregon: On
Oregon’s 2025 list of rare, threatened, and endangered species, 554 total species are listed (254
vertebrates, 300 invertebrates). This is 56 more species than the last time the data was published just
six years prior in 2019 (242 vertebrates, 256 invertebrates), and 81 more species than 2010 (239
vertebrates, 234 invertebrates).

Biodiversity is critical for a number of reasons:
e Biodiverse ecosystems keep humans healthy.*
e “More than 75% of global food crops rely on pollinators, contributing US$ 235-577 billion
annually to global agricultural output™
“Healthy ecosystems provide 75% of global freshwater resources™
Biodiversity loss is “makes [species] less resilient to disease and climate change™

HB 4134 can support Oregon’s biodiversity. Under HB 4134, Oregon’s short-term lodging tax
would increase from 1.5% to 2.75%. The revenue generated would support a variety of programs that
support Oregon’s wildlife. This increase of, truly, only a few dollars to a given traveler will not deter
said traveler from coming to Oregon. A collapse in our ecosystems would:

“Healthy wildlife and habitats are essential to Oregon’s economy. Oregon’s outdoor recreation
and tourism economy depends on healthy lands and waters. The outdoor economy contributes
2.6% of Oregon’s GDP, supports 192,000 jobs, and generates $16 billion in consumer
spending. We cannot have a strong tourism economy without healthy ecosystems. Protecting
fish, wildlife, and habitats is not separate from economic vitality—it is foundational to it.
Investing in conservation now supports local communities and long-term economic resilience.”

State legislators should proudly endorse and vote in support of HB 4134.
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