February 12, 2026

Sen. Committee on Housing &
Development

900 Court St. NE

Salem OR 97301

Dear Chair Pham, Vice-Chair Anderson, and members of the committee,

We appreciate Senator Girod raising the issue deed fraud with this bill. We appreciate the
intent behind this legislation, but we would encourage a broader bill in a future session, to
address not only proactive alerts to property owners, but also the remedies available when
fraud occurs. Unfortunately, we cannot support SB 1552 with or without the -1 amendment,
but do intend to work in the interim on a policy solution we could support.

Clerks have been concerned with deed fraud for a long time, and have begun to take action to
help combat it. Last session, OACC worked with Multnomah County and Rep. Nelson to
introduce 2 bills aimed at preventing deed fraud on the front end. While those were not
successful, we were able to take other actions on our own, without legislation.

In lieu of statewide legislative action to address the spike in deed fraud attempts, several
county clerks have already acted on their own to install an alert system (called PRAS). As of now
19 of the 36 counties have rolled out the Property Recording Alert Services (PRAS), of  ing the
service to constituents in their area who sign up for alert when documents are recorded with
their name. Participants may provide a list of names for which they would like to receive

alerts. PRAS is an add-on that can be purchased through one of our trusted vendor partners,
Helion. We believe all counties could adopt this alert program, and integrate it into their
current systems, even those that do not use the Helion database already, with more time and
some resources. This additional program does require funding, while some counties have been
able to make it work within their given budgets others don’t have that option. We estimate that
the cost to roll it out in the final counties and continue to operate the program statewide would
be around:

First Year Cost $140,000 Subs¢ 1entYears  $80,000

Given this existing infrastructure, we believe the most effective path forward to address deed
fraud is to finish rolling out PRAS to the other counties and have a collaborative process in the
interim that brings together all stakeholders to examine current business practices, system
capabilities, and limitations within our land records management systems.









