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The Texas attorney general brought the cases in 2022 under state
laws.
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A Google spokesman said, “This settles a raft of old claims, many of which have
already been resolved elsewhere.” Stephen Lam/Reuters

By Tripp Mickle
Reporting from San Francisco

May 9, 2025

Google agreed to pay $1.4 billion to the State of Texas on Friday to

settle two lawsuits accusing it of violating the privacy of state

residents by tracking their locations and searches, as well as

collecting their facial recognition information.
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The state’s attorney general, Ken Paxton, who secured the

settlement, brought the suits in 2022 under Texas laws related to

data privacy and deceptive trade practices. Less than a year ago,

he reached a $1.4 billion settlement with Meta, the parent company

of Facebook and Instagram, over allegations it had illegally tagged

users’ faces on its site.

Google’s settlement is the latest legal setback for the tech giant.

Over the past two years, Google has lost a string of antitrust cases

after being found to have a monopoly over its app store, search

engine and advertising technology. It has spent the past three

weeks in the search case trying to fend off a U.S. government

request to break up its business.

“Big Tech is not above the law,” Mr. Paxton said in a statement.

José Castañeda, a Google spokesman, said the company had

already changed its product policies. “This settles a raft of old

claims, many of which have already been resolved elsewhere,” he

said.

Privacy issues have become a major source of tension between

tech giants and regulators in recent years. In the absence of a

federal privacy law, states such as Texas and Washington have

passed laws to curb the collection of facial, voice and other

biometric data.

Google and Meta have been the highest-profile companies

challenged under those laws. Texas’ law, called Capture or Use of

Biometric Identifier, requires companies to ask permission before

using features like facial or voice recognition technologies. The law

allows the state to impose damages of up to $25,000 per violation.

The lawsuit filed under that law focused on the Google Photos app,

which allowed people to search for photos of a particular person;

Google’s Next camera, which could send alerts when it recognized

visitors at a door; and Google Assistant, a virtual assistant that

could learn up to six users’ voices and answer their questions.

Mr. Paxton filed a separate lawsuit that accused Google of

misleading Texans by tracking their personal location data, even

after they thought they had disabled that feature. He added a

complaint to that suit alleging that Google’s private browsing

setting, which it called Incognito mode, wasn’t actually private.

Those cases were brought under Texas’ Deceptive Trade Practices

Act.
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• A data breach into your health information can leave you feeling helpless. But

there are steps you can take to limit the potential harm.

• Don’t know where to start? These easy-to-follow tips and best practices will keep

you safe with minimal effort.

• Your email address has become a digital bread crumb that companies can use to

link your activity across sites. Here’s how you can limit this.

• Protect your most sensitive accounts by creating unique passwords and adding

extra layers of verification.

• There are stronger methods of two-factor authentication than text messages.

Here are the pros and cons of each.

• Do you store photos, videos and important documents in the cloud? Make sure

you keep a copy of what you hold most dear.

• Browser extensions are free add-ons that you can use to slow down or stop data

collection. Here are a few to try.

More in Technology Trending in The Times

Global Stocks Jump After U.S. and
China Cut Tariffs

Google Agrees to Pay $1.4 Billion to Settle 2 Privacy Lawsuits - The ... https://archive.is/dXi4s

3 of 5 2/11/26, 7:38 AM

https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2022/10/20/technology/texas-google-privacy-lawsuit.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2022/10/20/technology/texas-google-privacy-lawsuit.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2022/10/20/technology/texas-google-privacy-lawsuit.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2022/10/20/technology/texas-google-privacy-lawsuit.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2022/10/20/technology/texas-google-privacy-lawsuit.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2022/10/20/technology/texas-google-privacy-lawsuit.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2022/10/20/technology/texas-google-privacy-lawsuit.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2022/10/20/technology/texas-google-privacy-lawsuit.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2022/10/20/technology/texas-google-privacy-lawsuit.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2022/10/20/technology/texas-google-privacy-lawsuit.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/05/technology/google-antitrust-ruling.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/05/technology/google-antitrust-ruling.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/05/technology/google-antitrust-ruling.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/05/technology/google-antitrust-ruling.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/05/technology/google-antitrust-ruling.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/05/technology/google-antitrust-ruling.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/05/technology/google-antitrust-ruling.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/05/technology/google-antitrust-ruling.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/05/technology/google-antitrust-ruling.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/05/technology/google-antitrust-ruling.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/09/technology/google-antitrust-trial-legal-scorecard.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/09/technology/google-antitrust-trial-legal-scorecard.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/09/technology/google-antitrust-trial-legal-scorecard.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/09/technology/google-antitrust-trial-legal-scorecard.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/09/technology/google-antitrust-trial-legal-scorecard.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/09/technology/google-antitrust-trial-legal-scorecard.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/09/technology/google-antitrust-trial-legal-scorecard.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/09/technology/google-antitrust-trial-legal-scorecard.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/09/technology/google-antitrust-trial-legal-scorecard.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/09/technology/google-antitrust-trial-legal-scorecard.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/by/tripp-mickle
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/by/tripp-mickle
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://nytimes.wrightsmedia.com/
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://nytimes.wrightsmedia.com/
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/section/todayspaper
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/section/todayspaper
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/subscriptions/Multiproduct/lp8HYKU.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/subscriptions/Multiproduct/lp8HYKU.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/topic/company/alphabet-inc
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/topic/company/alphabet-inc
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/topic/ken-paxton
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/topic/ken-paxton
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/article/health-data-breach.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/article/health-data-breach.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/guides/privacy-project/how-to-protect-your-digital-privacy
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/guides/privacy-project/how-to-protect-your-digital-privacy
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/wirecutter/guides/simple-online-security/
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/wirecutter/guides/simple-online-security/
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2023/01/25/technology/personaltech/email-address-digital-tracking.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2023/01/25/technology/personaltech/email-address-digital-tracking.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2023/01/05/technology/personaltech/lastpass-breach-password-safety.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2023/01/05/technology/personaltech/lastpass-breach-password-safety.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2023/01/05/technology/personaltech/lastpass-breach-password-safety.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2023/01/05/technology/personaltech/lastpass-breach-password-safety.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2023/02/23/technology/personaltech/twitter-two-factor-authentication.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2023/02/23/technology/personaltech/twitter-two-factor-authentication.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2022/12/31/technology/cloud-data-storage-google-apple-meta.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2022/12/31/technology/cloud-data-storage-google-apple-meta.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/28/style/tools-protect-your-digital-privacy.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/28/style/tools-protect-your-digital-privacy.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/section/technology
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/section/technology
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/11/business/us-china-trade-stock-market.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/11/business/us-china-trade-stock-market.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/11/business/us-china-trade-stock-market.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/09/us/virginia-teen-shot-ding-dong-ditch-tiktok-prank.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/09/technology/pinterest-settles-lawsuit-34-7-million.html


Go to Home Page »

NEWS

ARTS

LIFESTYLE

Editors’ Picks

Teenager Fatally Shot During ‘Ding Dong
Ditch’ TikTok Prank

Pinterest Settles Lawsuit From Female
‘Co-Creator’ for $34.7 Million

Won’t You Be My Neighbor? No Thanks,
Elon Musk.

The 2006 Zuckerberg Quote at the
Center of Meta’s Antitrust Trial

How Much Are We Paying for
Newsletters? $50, $100 … How About
$3,000 a Year.

Apps You’ll Want to Take on Vacation: A
Digital Packing List

Thumbprint on Cigarette Carton
Cracks a 48-Year-Old California
Murder Case

Can King Charles Heal a Royal
Family Crisis Before It’s Too Late?

Why Patients Are Being Forced to
Switch to a 2nd-Choice Obesity
Drug

‘S.N.L.’: Toasting Moms and
Toasted Trump Appointees

Bison Gores Man in Yellowstone
National Park

‘Summer of 69’ Review: A Crash
Course in Carnal Knowledge

Opinion: Something Extraordinary
Is Happening in My Country

You Can’t Beat Caesar Salad and
Fries at the Bar

A Jewish Celebration at the E.P.A.
Also Has Some Jewish Critics

Google Agrees to Pay $1.4 Billion to Settle 2 Privacy Lawsuits - The ... https://archive.is/dXi4s

4 of 5 2/11/26, 7:38 AM

https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/09/us/virginia-teen-shot-ding-dong-ditch-tiktok-prank.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/09/us/virginia-teen-shot-ding-dong-ditch-tiktok-prank.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/09/us/virginia-teen-shot-ding-dong-ditch-tiktok-prank.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/09/us/virginia-teen-shot-ding-dong-ditch-tiktok-prank.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/09/technology/pinterest-settles-lawsuit-34-7-million.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/09/technology/pinterest-settles-lawsuit-34-7-million.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/09/technology/pinterest-settles-lawsuit-34-7-million.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/09/technology/pinterest-settles-lawsuit-34-7-million.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/05/technology/elon-musk-texas-neighbors.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/05/technology/elon-musk-texas-neighbors.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/05/technology/elon-musk-texas-neighbors.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/05/technology/elon-musk-texas-neighbors.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/09/technology/meta-antitrust-trial-competitors.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/09/technology/meta-antitrust-trial-competitors.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/09/technology/meta-antitrust-trial-competitors.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/09/technology/meta-antitrust-trial-competitors.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/10/business/substack-newsletter-subscription-costs.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/10/business/substack-newsletter-subscription-costs.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/10/business/substack-newsletter-subscription-costs.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/10/business/substack-newsletter-subscription-costs.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/10/business/substack-newsletter-subscription-costs.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/09/travel/packing-list-app-vacation.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/09/travel/packing-list-app-vacation.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/09/travel/packing-list-app-vacation.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/09/travel/packing-list-app-vacation.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/10/us/jeanette-ralston-cold-case-murder-suspect.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/10/us/jeanette-ralston-cold-case-murder-suspect.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/10/us/jeanette-ralston-cold-case-murder-suspect.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/10/us/jeanette-ralston-cold-case-murder-suspect.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/11/world/europe/charles-harry-royal-family-crisis.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/11/world/europe/charles-harry-royal-family-crisis.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/11/world/europe/charles-harry-royal-family-crisis.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/11/health/zepbound-wegovy-weight-loss-drugs.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/11/health/zepbound-wegovy-weight-loss-drugs.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/11/health/zepbound-wegovy-weight-loss-drugs.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/11/health/zepbound-wegovy-weight-loss-drugs.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/11/arts/television/snl-toasting-and-toasted.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/11/arts/television/snl-toasting-and-toasted.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/11/arts/television/snl-toasting-and-toasted.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/08/us/bison-attack-yellowstone-national-park.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/08/us/bison-attack-yellowstone-national-park.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/08/us/bison-attack-yellowstone-national-park.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/08/movies/summer-of-69-review.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/08/movies/summer-of-69-review.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/08/movies/summer-of-69-review.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/12/opinion/serbia-protests-students-vucic.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/12/opinion/serbia-protests-students-vucic.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/12/opinion/serbia-protests-students-vucic.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/08/dining/you-cant-beat-caesar-salad-and-fries-at-the-bar.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/08/dining/you-cant-beat-caesar-salad-and-fries-at-the-bar.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/08/dining/you-cant-beat-caesar-salad-and-fries-at-the-bar.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/09/climate/lee-zeldin-epa-mezuza.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/09/climate/lee-zeldin-epa-mezuza.html
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/2025/05/09/climate/lee-zeldin-epa-mezuza.html


OPINION

MORE

© 2025 The New York Times Company

NYTCo Contact Us Accessibility Work with us Advertise T Brand Studio Your Ad Choices Privacy Policy Terms of Service Terms of Sale Site Map Help

Subscriptions

Google Agrees to Pay $1.4 Billion to Settle 2 Privacy Lawsuits - The ... https://archive.is/dXi4s

5 of 5 2/11/26, 7:38 AM

https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://help.nytimes.com/hc/en-us/articles/115014792127-Copyright-notice
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://help.nytimes.com/hc/en-us/articles/115014792127-Copyright-notice
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://help.nytimes.com/hc/en-us/articles/115014792127-Copyright-notice
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://help.nytimes.com/hc/en-us/articles/115014792127-Copyright-notice
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://help.nytimes.com/hc/en-us/articles/115014792127-Copyright-notice
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://help.nytimes.com/hc/en-us/articles/115014792127-Copyright-notice
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://help.nytimes.com/hc/en-us/articles/115014792127-Copyright-notice
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytco.com/
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytco.com/
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://help.nytimes.com/hc/en-us/articles/115015385887-Contact-Us
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://help.nytimes.com/hc/en-us/articles/115015385887-Contact-Us
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://help.nytimes.com/hc/en-us/articles/115015727108-Accessibility
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://help.nytimes.com/hc/en-us/articles/115015727108-Accessibility
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytco.com/careers/
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytco.com/careers/
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://advertising.nytimes.com/
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://advertising.nytimes.com/
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.tbrandstudio.com/
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.tbrandstudio.com/
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/privacy/cookie-policy%23how-do-i-manage-trackers
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/privacy/cookie-policy%23how-do-i-manage-trackers
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/privacy/privacy-policy
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/privacy/privacy-policy
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://help.nytimes.com/hc/en-us/articles/115014893428-Terms-of-service
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://help.nytimes.com/hc/en-us/articles/115014893428-Terms-of-service
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://help.nytimes.com/hc/en-us/articles/115014893968-Terms-of-sale
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://help.nytimes.com/hc/en-us/articles/115014893968-Terms-of-sale
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/sitemap/
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/sitemap/
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://help.nytimes.com/hc/en-us
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://help.nytimes.com/hc/en-us
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/subscription
https://archive.is/o/dXi4s/https://www.nytimes.com/subscription

