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 Serving member governments in Marion, Polk, and Yamhill Counties    

February 4, 2026 

RE: Support for SB 1564- One-time UGB expansion for City of Woodburn 

The Mid-Willamette Valley Council of Governments (MWVCOG) would like to express our 
strong support for SB 1564 on behalf of the City of Woodburn and urge you to pass this one-time 
UGB expansion for one of our fastest growing communities in the region. Woodburn needs more 
housing units to serve its existing residents and support a growing employment base. Without 
this necessary expansion of the UGB, Woodburn’s successful track record of housing production 
will come to a halt. 

Unfortunately, the City of Woodburn does not qualify under Senate Bill 1537 which allows for 
one-time UGB expansions aimed at building housing of specified types and affordability, as 
currently written. Indeed, we are aware of only three communities in all of Oregon who have 
determined they meet eligibility requirements and are attempting to use SB 1537 (to date). 

The MWVCOG recognizes the housing crisis our communities and communities across Oregon 
face and we are aware that city staff have also been working with the League of Oregon Cities, 
Representative Marsh’s office, and the Department of Land Conservation and Development on 
potential fixes to existing Senate Bill 1537 so that more communities throughout Oregon and the 
Willamette Valley can qualify to help meet our housing need. 

Under SB 1564, the City of Woodburn has a shovel-ready project and affordable housing 
partners at the table NOW with a commitment to build no less than 600 housing units with a 
minimum of 30 percent of units meeting the affordability requirements and intent of SB 1537. 

We appreciate your leadership and this opportunity to register our support. 

 

Roxanne Beltz, MWVCOG Board Chair 

 

McRae Carmichael, MWVCOG Interim Executive Director 
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McRae Carmichael
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