
S U P P O R T  S B  1 5 8 1
S E N A T E  C O M M I T T E E  O N  E D U C A T I O N

FEBRUARY 3 ,  2026 
Dear Chair  Frederick ,  Vice-Chair  Weber ,  and Members of  the Senate
Committee on Education,  

Thank you for  consider ing this  test imony.  On behalf  of  the Oregon Sexual
Assault  Task Force (Oregon SATF) ,  w e  a r e  s u b m i t t i n g  t e s t i m o n y  i n  s u p p o r t  o f
S B  1 5 8 1 ,  w h i c h  p r o v i d e s  f o o d  f o r  O r e g o n ’ s  s c h o o l - a g e d  c h i l d r e n .

Formed in 1999 by then Attorney General  Hardy Meyers ,  the Oregon Attorney
General ’s  Sexual Assault  Task Force (or Oregon SATF) is  a statewide,
nongovernmental  nonprof i t .  Our mission is  to faci l i tate and support a
col laborat ive,  survivor-centered approach to the prevention of  and response
to sexual v iolence.  We accomplish our mission by advancing pr imary
prevention and providing mult i-discipl inary training and technical
assistance to responders in Oregon and national ly .

F o o d  a c c e s s  i s  a  p r o t e c t i v e  f a c t o r  a g a i n s t  v i o l e n c e
Publ ic health and prevention research consistent ly  demonstrates that f o o d
s e c u r i t y  i s  a  f o u n d a t i o n a l  p r o t e c t i v e  f a c t o r  f o r  c h i l d r e n .  Adequate nutr i t ion
supports healthy brain development ,  emotional  regulat ion,  and executive
funct ioning.  These capacit ies are essent ial  for  learning,  coping with stress ,
and forming safe relat ionships. ¹

Chi ldren experiencing food insecuri ty  face s ignif icant ly  elevated r isks of
neglect ,  maltreatment ,  and exposure to v iolence,  including sexual  v iolence.²
Food insecurity  is  strongly associated with household stress ,  caregiver
depression,  and instabi l i ty ,  a l l  wel l-establ ished r isk factors for  chi ld abuse
and neglect . ³
F r o m  a  p r e v e n t i o n  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  e n s u r i n g  f o o d  a c c e s s  i s  n o t  a n c i l l a r y  t o
s a f e t y ;  i t  i s  c e n t r a l  t o  i t .  

H u n g e r  i n c r e a s e s  v u l n e r a b i l i t y ;  s t a b i l i t y  r e d u c e s  r i s k .
For chi ldren,  food insecurity  is  associated with:

Increased behavioral  and emotional  chal lenges
Social  isolat ion and st igma
School  disengagement and absenteeism
Reduced l ikel ihood of  help-seeking or  disclosure

O R E G O N  A T T O R N E Y  G E N E R A L ' S
S E X U A L  A S S A U L T  T A S K  F O R C E
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Conversely ,  s t a b l e  a c c e s s  t o  f o o d  f u n c t i o n s  a s  a  b u f f e r i n g  c o n d i t i o n .  By
reducing dai ly  stressors ,  food securi ty  helps stabi l ize famil ies and lowers
the cumulat ive r isk factors associated with v iolence and abuse. ⁵

S c h o o l s  a s  p r o t e c t i v e  e n v i r o n m e n t s
Schools are one of  the most consistent and trusted points of  contact for
chi ldren experiencing abuse or  neglect .  Educators and school  staff  are
often the f i rst  to observe warning s igns or  receive disclosures when young
people experience violence and abuse,  when these environments are
associated with health ,  safety ,  and belonging.  
Strong attachment to school  is  a wel l-documented p r o t e c t i v e  f a c t o r
a g a i n s t  v i o l e n c e ,  e x p l o i t a t i o n ,  a n d  v i c t i m i z a t i o n . ⁶

S c h o o l  M e a l s  f o r  A l l  s t r e n g t h e n s  s c h o o l s ’  p r o t e c t i v e  r o l e  b y :
S u p p o r t i n g  s t u d e n t  r e g u l a t i o n ,  a t t e n t i o n ,  a n d  a c a d e m i c  s u c c e s s
R e d u c i n g  d i s c i p l i n a r y  i n c i d e n t s  l i n k e d  t o  h u n g e r  a n d  s t r e s s  ( N o - c o s t
m e a l  p r o g r a m s  r e d u c e  s u s p e n s i o n s  a t  a  r a t e  c o m p a r a b l e  t o
r e s t o r a t i v e  j u s t i c e  p r o g r a m s )
R e d u c i n g  s t i g m a  a n d  b u l l y i n g  a r o u n d  s c h o o l  m e a l  a c c e s s ,  h e l p i n g
l o w ‐ i n c o m e  s t u d e n t s  f e e l  s a f e r  a n d  m o r e  i n c l u d e d ,  a l l o w i n g  t h e m  t o
f o c u s  o n  l e a r n i n g ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  s o c i a l  p r e s s u r e ,  h u n g e r ,  a n d  i n s t a b i l i t y

Universal  school  meals contr ibute to safer ,  more trauma-informed
learning environments — a key component of  effect ive v iolence
prevention. ⁷

U n i v e r s a l  a c c e s s  m a t t e r s
Prevention science is  c lear that s t i g m a  u n d e r m i n e s  s a f e t y .  Targeted or
means-tested food programs,  whi le important ,  can unintent ional ly  isolate
chi ldren,  and discourage part ic ipat ion.  St igma has been shown to reduce
help-seeking behaviors and deepen vulnerabi l i ty  for  chi ldren already at
r isk . ⁸

Universal  school  meals el iminate this  barr ier .  B y  e n s u r i n g  t h a t  e v e r y  c h i l d
e a t s ,  e v e r y  d a y ,  S c h o o l  M e a l s  f o r  A l l  n o r m a l i z e s  a c c e s s ,  p r e s e r v e s
d i g n i t y ,  a n d  s t r e n g t h e n s  i n c l u s i o n .  T h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  s u p p o r t  v i o l e n c e
a n d  a b u s e  p r e v e n t i o n  f o r  o u r  s t a t e ’ s  y o u n g  p e o p l e .

A n  u p s t r e a m  i n v e s t m e n t  i n  p r e v e n t i o n
Violence prevention is  most effect ive when i t  is  u p s t r e a m ,  addressing root
causes and strengthening protect ive condit ions before harm occurs . ⁹  F o o d
s e c u r i t y  i s  r e c o g n i z e d  b y  t h e  C D C  a n d  o t h e r  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  a u t h o r i t i e s  a s
a  k e y  p r o t e c t i v e  c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  s u p p o r t s  f a m i l y  s t a b i l i t y ,  c h i l d  w e l l b e i n g ,
a n d  c o m m u n i t y  s a f e t y . ¹ ⁰
S c h o o l  M e a l s  f o r  A l l  r e p r e s e n t s  a  s m a r t ,  e v i d e n c e - b a s e d  i n v e s t m e n t  t h a t
a l i g n s  w i t h  O r e g o n ’ s  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  p r e v e n t i o n ,  e q u i t y ,  a n d  c h i l d
w e l l b e i n g .
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O n  b e h a l f  o f  O r e g o n  S A T F  a n d  o u r  s t a t e w i d e  V i o l e n c e  a n d  A b u s e
P r e v e n t i o n  P r o g r a m ,  w e  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  u r g e  y o u  t o  v o t e  “ y e s ”  o n  S B
1 5 8 1 ,  a n d  s u p p o r t  S c h o o l  M e a l s  f o r  A l l .

Ensur ing that chi ldren are fed is  not  only a moral  responsibi l i ty ,  i t  is  a
proven strategy to reduce vulnerabi l i ty ,  strengthen protect ion,  and prevent
violence before i t  occurs .

Thank you for  your leadership and for  the opportunity to test i fy .

S incerely ,

S h a n n o n  R o s e ,  on behalf  of  the Oregon SATF Violence + Abuse Prevention
Program
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r
O r e g o n  S e x u a l  A s s a u l t  T a s k  F o r c e
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