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	Text1: February 3, 2026
 
Chair Jama, Vice-Chair Starr and respected committee members,
 
I'm Sheila Barker. I work at Edwards Center where we are honored to have served people with intellectual and developmental disabilities in their homes, their jobs, and their communities for more than fifty years.
 
I'm writing to request that you vote no on SB1505.  
 
The Legislature provides an accountable system to make new employment and workplace laws that we must follow. SB1505 creates an unelected board that would replace your authority.  Please think twice, even three times before you legislate your authority away.
 
The I/DD system is currently 30% underfunded. SB1505 takes resources that would be better spent on DSP wages. 
 
ODDS, through the OARs and licensing reviews, insures that providers meet the standards that the Legislature has established.  Because of the underfunding, providers must be creative and stretch every dollar.  SB1505 will create unfunded requirements for providers and a second oversight system.  
 
VOTE NO ON SB1505.
 
Very Sincerely,
  
Sheila Barker
Benefits and Eligibility Manager, Edwards Center, Inc.


