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The state should not force counties to permit non-farm uses that do not fit their 

particular priorities and types of agriculture. Currently, for example, counties may – 

but are not required to – allow agri-tourism and other commercial events on Exclusive 

Farm Use land. Hood River County has chosen to allow up to 18 days of agri-tourism 

events, but not the larger number available in statute, and no commercial events. 

This is the county’s right and choice under current law. It is the balance between 

tourism and farm land protection that fits Hood River. That local prerogative will be 

taken away by this bill. HB 4153 would force all counties to allow unlimited 

commercial activities and entertainment venues under the guise of a “farm store”. 

Please do not do that to Hood River. 

Thanks for considering my, and many other Hood River  residents. 

J Bishop 


