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Dear Senator/Representative, 

 

My name is Terry Donahe, and I live in Lake Oswego. I am writing in strong support 

of **HB 4134 with the -1 amendment (“1.25% for Wildlife”)** to create a dedicated, 

long-term funding source for the protection and restoration of Oregon’s most 

vulnerable fish, wildlife, and habitats through a modest 1.25% increase in the state 

transient lodging tax. 

 

Oregon’s identity is deeply tied to its natural legacy. Our native fish, wildlife, and 

diverse landscapes — including the high desert and sagebrush steppe — are central 

to what makes this state special and why people choose to live and visit here. The 

State Wildlife Action Plan now identifies more than 300 species of greatest 

conservation need, including about 100 found in Oregon’s high desert. Without 

stable, dedicated funding, we risk continued decline of the species and ecosystems 

that define Oregon. 

 

HB 4134 provides a practical, long-term funding mechanism to support science-

based conservation, habitat restoration, wildlife connectivity, invasive species control, 

and wildfire resilience. This type of sustained investment is far more effective and 

economical than emergency, after-the-fact responses once species become critically 

endangered. 

 

Healthy wildlife and habitats are also essential to Oregon’s economy. Outdoor 

recreation and tourism depend directly on healthy landscapes and waters. Together 

they support hundreds of thousands of jobs and billions in consumer spending across 

the state. We cannot maintain a strong recreation and tourism economy without 

investing in the natural systems that support it. 

 

I am personally active in the outdoors — including skiing, snowshoeing, hiking, 

backpacking, climbing, rafting, and kayaking — and I value the opportunity to 

experience Oregon’s wild places and wildlife firsthand. Protecting biodiversity and 

habitat today helps ensure these opportunities remain available for future 

generations. 

 

At a time when federal conservation funding and protections are uncertain, state 

leadership is especially important. Passing HB 4134 would position Oregon as a 

national leader in proactive, durable wildlife conservation. 

 



I respectfully urge you to **support and vote in favor of HB 4134 with the -1 

amendment**. 

 

Thank you for your service and your consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

Terry Donahe 

Lake Oswego, Oregon 

 


