
HB 4177Page 1 of 1

Dexter A. Johnson
LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL

900 COURT ST NE S101
SALEM, OREGON 97301-4065

(503) 986-1243
FAX: (503) 373-1043

www.oregonlegislature.gov/lc

Open Government Impact Statement
83rd Oregon Legislative Assembly
2026 Regular Session

Measure: HB 4177
Only impacts on Original or Engrossed
Versions are Considered Official

Prepared by: Dexter A. Johnson
Date: 2/6/2026

SUMMARY

Digest: The Act changes how officials may talk outside of public meetings. The Act changes how
OGEC oversees and trains on the public meetings law. The Act changes how governing bodies and
public bodies may cure public meetings law violations. The Act takes effect 91 days after session
ends. (Flesch Readability Score: 62.4).

Restates the serial communications prohibitions for public meetings law purposes. Identifies the
types of communications between governing body members that are excluded from public meetings
requirements.

Clarifies that public meetings may be held in person, through use of electronic means or in a hybrid
format of in-person and electronic means.

Requires public meetings law complainants to provide specified documentation to the Oregon
Government Ethics Commission before complaints are considered filed. Requires complainants to
proceed in court if the complaint alleges a public meetings law violation by one or more members of
the commission.

Modifies requirements concerning which public officials must attend public meetings law training and
when those officials must attend the training.

Directs the commission to proceed against a public body, in lieu of a public official associated with a
public body, if a complaint or a commission motion alleges that the violation constitutes
administrative error.

Establishes methods by which governing bodies and public bodies may cure public meetings law
violations under certain circumstances.

Takes effect on the 91st day following adjournment sine die.
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