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Original Eugene Emergency Physicians



35 Year Track Record

● Established in 1991 at the request of Peacehealth

● Contract re-negotiation every 3-5 years

● Currently 32 physician partner owners, 9 physician assistant employees

● W2 employment model, full benefits

● No locums, no temp, no outside staffing in history of EEP

● All local residents



Highly Trained Providers



Our Departments

PeaceHealth Sacred Heart Medical Center RiverBend

● Level 2 Trauma Center: Coast to Cascades, Corvallis to CA Border

● 85,000 ED visits annually: 

● Highest daily census of 293 in January 2026

● One of the busiest Emergency Department in Oregon and PeaceHealth system



Our Departments

PeaceHealth Cottage Grove Community Medical Center

● 15,000 ED visits annually

PeaceHealth Sacred Heart Medical Center University District (closed 
2023)

PeaceHealth Peace Harbor Medical Center 

● EEP staffed relief shifts: 115 in summer of 2024



Mass Casualty Incidents

Rapid response to Mass Casualty Incidents

1998 Thurston High School Shooting

2015 Umpqua Community College shooting

2022 WOW Hall concert shooting



Community Leadership of EEP

Regional Medical Directors for EMS

Volunteer board members of local health non-profits

Elected PeaceHealth medical leadership

Riverbend and Cottage Grove committees

Teaching for EMS, medical students, and physician assistant students

Representatives at state and local medical boards



Critical Connections for Lifesaving Care



Timeline of Events

● October 2023 - Closure of University District Hospital 
Announced

● December 2023 - PeaceHealth University District 
Emergency Department Closes

● March 2025 - Riverbend Strain Reported



Increase in RiverBend ER wait time correlated 
with closure of University District ER



Timeline

● November 2025 - Request for Proposal

● February 4, 2026 - Contract Termination Announced

● February 12, 2026 - EEP announces agreement not to work for 

ApolloMD, as it does not align with our values



Timeline

February 17, 2026 Eugene Emergency Physician Open Letter to the Community



Timeline

February 2026

● The American Academy of Emergency Physicians offers a letter of support and 
questions the validity of the contract take over

● Medical Staff at PeaceHealth hold an emergency meeting

● Oregon Chapter of American College of Emergency Physicians publishes letter of 
support for EEP

● Medical Staff vote to reinstate Eugene Emergency Physicians



Timeline

Late February 
● Legislators write to PeaceHealth supporting EEP and inquiring 

legality of ApolloMDs contract acquisition 

March 2nd
● ONA  Result of no confidence vote announced, 98% vote no 

confidence 



Strong Colleague Support

Sacred Heart PeaceHealth Medical Staff

98.9% in favor of restoring EEP contract

93% no confidence in PeaceHealth executives

Oregon Nursing Association

Formal statement of support for EEP

98% no confidence in PeaceHealth executives



Formal Letter to PeaceHealth from Medical Staff



State and Local Support for EEP

American Academy of Emergency Medicine

Oregon Chapter of the American College of Emergency Physicians

Eugene Springfield Firefighters Local 851

Eugene and Springfield Mayors and City Council

Oregon State Senators and Representatives



American Academy of Emergency Medicine



Oregon Chapter of ACEP



Letter from Congresswoman Val Hoyle 



Letter from Oregon House of Representatives



Lane County Legislators Delegation



Optum Takeover of Oregon Medical Group

Optum owned by UnitedHealth Group

Purchase of 36 year locally owned Oregon Medical Group

32 provider depart in first 2 years

Patients lose primary care, medication refills denied

Complete closure of OB-GYN services



Legislative Response to Optum Takeover

Forced Optum to refill medications

Blocked non compete agreements

Led to development of Senate Bill 951



Senate Bill 951

Passed into law June 2025 with bipartisan support

Introduced by Majority Leader Representative Ben Bowman

Opposed by

Amazon

UnitedHealth Group

American Telemedicine Association



The Journal of Emergency Medicine Volume 50, Issue 6, June 2016, Pages 902-909
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jemermed.2016.01.006.

Resulted in the elimination of many local democratic emergency physician 
groups

“Potential downsides of this trend include unfair or unlawful termination of 
emergency physicians, restrictive covenants, quotas for productivity, admissions, 
testing, patient satisfaction, and the rising cost of health care.”



Hospitals on average reduced salaries and staffing

Increased patient transfers to other hospitals

Shortened ICU lengths of stay

Increased ED mortality

. 2025 Nov;178(11):1529-1538. doi: 10.7326/ANNALS-24-03471. Epub 2025 Sep 23.



Private equity acquisition was associated with increased hospital-acquired 
adverse events

Falls

Central line–associated bloodstream infections

Surgical site infections

JAMA Published Online: December 26, 2023 2023;330;(24):2365-2375. doi:10.1001/jama.2023.23147



Majority physician ownership staffed less than half of ED visits

Highly concentrated regionally

Highly concentrated within private equity and national partnership ownership 
categories



“We are not owned by private equity.” -Patel, ApolloMD CEO

https://tracxn.com/d/companies/apollomd/__qkyU0Abaec1V
0XaPUZ4os8liIbzkejEdNzfNVtCjUXs#about-the-company



ApolloMD and ValorBridge Partners

https://apollomd.com/leadership/chris-durham/



Lane Emergency Physicians

Authorized official JOHNE CHAPMAN - (OWNER/MD)



EEP Requests

Whether emergency department transitions of this magnitude should receive 
state-level review.

Whether full transparency regarding ownership and decision-making control of 
the companies involved should be required.

Whether there should be authority for oversight, including, if necessary, the right 
to seek judicial relief, when a transition may materially affect emergency 
preparedness and public safety infrastructure.



Thank you.
On the behalf of Eugene Emergency Physicians


