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Request:  Approve the submission of a federal grant application to the U.S. Department of 
Transportation in the amount of $20,150,000 for safety improvements on U.S. Route 97. 

Analysis:  The U.S. Department of Transportation’s Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage 
Development (BUILD) discretionary grant program, funded by the Infrastructure Investment 
and Jobs Act, is designed to support transportation projects that improve safety, state of good 
repair, economic competitiveness, and mobility, with an emphasis on projects in rural areas and 
areas of persistent poverty. 

The Department of Transportation (ODOT) seeks to apply for $20.2 million in BUILD funding to 
construct safety improvements on a high-crash segment of U.S. Route (US) 97 near Juniper Butte, 
located between the cities of Madras and Terrebonne. The requested grant would fully fund the 
project and represents the total estimated project cost. 

This corridor experiences a disproportionate number of fatal and serious-injury crashes, with 
contributing factors that include winter weather, elevation changes that create unexpected icy 
conditions, limited advance warning to drivers, and the lack of viable freight detour routes 
when incidents close the highway. 

The proposed project would install a median barrier, advisory speed signage, variable-message 
signs, and improvements to truck-scale merge lanes. The project scope was developed through a 
public planning process focused on improving safety and operations along this segment of US 97. 

The project area qualifies as both a rural area and an area of persistent poverty under the 
BUILD program, allowing eligibility for up to 100% federal funding with no state matching funds 
required. The notice of funding opportunity was released in January 2026, with applications due 
February 24, 2026, and award announcements anticipated by June 28, 2026. 

Recommendation:  The Legislative Fiscal Office recommends that the Joint Committee on Ways 
and Means approve the request. 
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Request: Authorization to apply for a grant of $20,150,000 for improvements on U.S. 97 
from the Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development grant program from the 
U.S. Department of Transportation. 
 
Recommendation: Approve the request. 
 
Discussion: The U.S. Department of Transportation opened applications for Better 
Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD) grant funding on November 26, 
2025. The BUILD program will provide $1.5 billion in FY 2026 Infrastructure Investment 
and Jobs Act funds. Applications are due February 24, 2026, and award announcements 
are expected no later than June 28, 2026.  
 
Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT) Region 4 has identified the need for 
safety improvements on U.S. 97 from milepost 105.8 to 108.6 in Jefferson County, over 
Juniper Butte. The agency reports that fatal and serious injury crashes routinely occur 
on the identified stretch of highway and result in highway closures. Winter weather 
conditions and elevation changes contribute to the crash problem. The identified 
improvements include the construction of a median barrier, advisory speed signs, 
variable message boards, and truck scale merge lane improvements.  
 
ODOT intends to apply for $20,150,000 for the construction of these improvements. The 
project does not require matching funds as it is categorized as “Rural.” The 
improvements would likely not be possible at this time without the federal grant 
funding.  
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