Oregon

Tina Kotek, Governor

January 20, 2025

Rep. Dacia Grayber, Chair
House Labor and Workplace Standards

Dear Chair Grayber:

The Management-Labor Advisory Committee (MLAC) provides an
effective forum for business and labor to meet, explore, and resolve
issues involving the workers' compensation system. Workers'
compensation issues are often adversarial, creating uncertainty for both
workers and employers. The Oregon Legislature created the committee
as part of the reform of the workers' compensation system in 1990.

Members of MLAC, who represent both business and labor, are
committed to a common set of values:
e Balance and fairness

¢ Adequacy of benefits: benefits commensurate with the severity of
injury

o Affordability: a system that contributes to a healthy Oregon
business climate

o Efficiency: a system that is streamlined and easy to use

o Stability and flexibility: a system stable enough to be predictable
that is flexible enough to change when necessary

MLAC'’s role in the legislative process is to:
e Review legislation relating to workers’ compensation
e Ask for additional clarification of the proposed legislation
e Make recommendations related to the legislation

MLAC can support, oppose, or table a bill. Once the MLAC vote is
complete, MLAC can send a letter to the committee.

MLAC’s guidelines for presenting information to the committee can be
found here: https://www.oregon.gov/dcbs/mlac/Pages/presenting-to-

mlac.aspx

To schedule a time to present to MLAC, please contact the committee
administrator, Teri Watson, at teri.a.watson@dcbs.oregon.gov or 971-
332-0260.
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