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The Irreplaceable $2 Billion+ 

High-Value Ag Region
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Problem 
Statements – 
What we set out 
to fix to become 
drought and 
climate resilient 
(decades of  work)

• Federal Government gave water away twice

• Over-appropriated Surface Water System

• Over-appropriated aquiferS

• Salmon Wars and ESA

• Fossil water- Easy to get out, hard to get back in 

• Study for No not Study for Yes

• No memorialization of Objectives

• Modernized infrastructure but not modernized 
management/policy 
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Gradual Recovery Goal “what can 

we do over the next 50 years to 

ensure water supply indefinitely”

• Deficit Reduction/Groundwater 

Replacement – Use C. River

 to fix problems and sustain

 economy

• Water Supply Optimization

• Recharge

• Coordinated and Memorialized Governance 
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Build the Projects (Over $300 Million 

Invested since 2015)
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Replacing Basalt Groundwater Pumping
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Ag saving potable groundwater
Final Steps to Long-term 

Sustainability (Need State 

Memorialization) 

• Memorialize the Mid-

Columbia Water Commission 

and Districts into one 

operating unit

• Secure permanent mitigation 

and secure permanent 

accounting system

• Note: Need 150,000 

acre-feet which is less 

than ½ of  what WA has 

developed in the last 

decade

• Keep testing recharge and 

develop groundwater savings 

and banking program

Aquifers are Responding



2050 Plan Governance 
2008 Recommendation
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NOWA

Mid-Columbia 

Water Commission 

(Mid-C)

Columbia River 

Districts and 

Participating 

Water Rights 

HoldersContract 

Director

Advocacy & 

Outreach

Mid-C 

Representation

Represents 

Entire Economic 

Engine

Brings senior 

and junior water 

users together

Will see the plan 

through and 

keep promises

Administers Mid-

Columbia Mitigation 

Program Rights (will 

own new rights)

Public Entity 

Administers 

Mitigation Pool

Holds “Use” water 

rights and assess for 

mitigation dues

The long-term admin 

arm

Capital Construction, 

Operations and 

maintenance of  

supply systems

Insurance for Mid-C 

to ensure payment 

and compliance with 

water right conditions

 Manage daily 

distribution of  water 

and optimization of  

water supply to 

acreage

*Over $2 Million Operating Budget Annually

IGA
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LC 244

• DOES 
– Allow senior users to 

voluntarily commit their 
water supplies for the 
benefit of  the district

– Strengthen transparency 
and accountability

– Reduce unnecessary 
administrative complexity

– Ensure accurate 
measurement and 
reporting

– Support aquifer recovery 
and drought resilience

• DOES NOT
– Create new water rights

– Increase diversions or 
expand seasons of  use

– Eliminate state oversight 
or enforcement

– Weaken protections for 
the Columbia River

– Infringe upon ongoing 
Umatilla River tribal 
settlement negotiations

10



Contact Information
J.R. Cook, Director

MAILING: P.O. Box 1026, Pendleton, Oregon 
97801

PHONE: 541~969~8026

EMAIL: JRCOOK@NORTHEASTOREGONWATER.ORG   

WEB: NORTHEASTOREGONWATER.ORG  (Under 
Construction) 
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