
Bringing the science of learning to classrooms in Oregon

Kathy Hirsh-Pasek, Ph.D.
Temple University 

The Brookings Institution

Oregon Senate Education Committee
November 18, 2025

Soobin Oh
Teaching Preschool Partners

Oregon



Decades of national assessment data show limited growth, 
pre and post pandemic

(NCES, 1990-2024)

National Average NAEP Scores for 4th-Grade Math National Average NAEP Scores for 4th-Grade Reading



4th-Grade Average Math Scores 4th-Grade Average Reading Scores
(NCES, 2000-2024) (NCES, 1998-2024)

Average NAEP Scores for Oregon and the Nation (Public)



Our bold idea…

If we teach in the way that human brains learn,
students will learn better and thrive in the classroom and 
beyond.

As with the science of reading, we can apply the 
science of learning.



An evidence-informed, 3-part equation to bring joy and 
deeper learning back to children’s lives

The Who: Community + 
Family Values

The science of how children 
learn

The science of what children should 
learn

+ +
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Crucially, it is adaptable to any curricula: 
A pedagogical approach



Studies in New Hampshire demonstrated the initial 
feasibility with K teachers

(Blinkoff et al., 2024; Hirsh-Pasek et al., 2022; Nesbitt et al., 2025)

• < passive instruction
• > student engagement and active learning
• > student agency
• > across students’ 6 Cs
• > teacher joy in their jobs



Now testing in 4 states:

TX

VA

IL

CA

Joining this year

• 320 classrooms
• 24 coaches
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PILOT RESULTS
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TO DATE, We developed……

OUTREACH

Activeplayfullearning.com

Everything is Open Source




