
AN OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL OF OREGON — NOT JUST THE COAST

O R E G O N ’ S  B L U E  E C O N O M Y
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THE BLUE ECONOMY
“The sustainable use of ocean resources for economic growth, improved livelihoods, and jobs,
while also ensuring the health of ocean ecosystems. It involves balancing economic prosperity
with social equity and environmental preservation, moving beyond traditional ocean-based
industries to incorporate sustainable and innovative practices.” 

Examples of blue economy activities include marine renewable energy, sustainable fisheries,
and eco-tourism. 

CA: $45 billion 
WA: $14 billion 
OR: $3.1 billion 

Blue Economy GDP Comparison 

(National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration [NOAA], 2022).



 B L U E  T E C H  +  B L U E  F O O D  =  

W E A L T H  A N D  E C O S Y S T E M  S T A B L I L I T Y   

 25–37% of global greenhouse gas emissions come from
food production



B A C K G R O U N D





"It was found across all
establishment business types
(grocery stores, schools, fast-

food and family restaurants, etc.),
about 90 percent of seafood
supply was non-local catch” 

(TRG 2022). pg. II-6 

S E A F O O D  S U P P L Y
C H A I N  S T U D Y



S t r i v i n g  f o r  S e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y

Vulnerabilities in:
Business Resilience & Economic Prosperity
Food Security & Community Health/Wellness
National Security & Emergency Preparedness  







E X A M P L E  O P P O R T U N I T I E S

- F R O M  W A S T E  T O  W E A L T H  -



T H E  V A L U E  I N  S E A F O O D

What is the most valuable part of seafood? 

Iceland Ocean Cluster: 

$18 cod now = $4,700 per fish



$1.3 billion



$450M RAISED



$140M
Series B



S U P P O R T I N G  R E A S O N S



G O V E R N O R  K O T E K ’ S  E O  2 5 - 2 6

Leverages state-owned and state-managed lands for carbon sequestration
Directs agencies to strengthen and streamline conservation programs
Encourages voluntary adoption of climate-friendly land management
practices



G O V E R N O R  B R O W N ' S  E O  2 0 - 0 4

Establishes aggressive statewide greenhouse gas reduction targets
Aims for an 80% reduction below 1990 emissions levels by 2050







C O M M U N I T I E S  A L R E A D Y  M O V I N G  
O N  T H E  B L U E  E C O N O M Y



Blue Economy:

Renewable Energy Solutions:











BLUE FOODS COORDINATOR











I M A G I N E  O R E G O N







2027 POLICY PACKAGE?

 CREATE
INNOVATION

INCUBATOR FOR
ENTREPRENEURS.

 REVIEW
REGULATORY
REGIMES FOR

SHELLFISH,
MARICULTURE. 

 SUPPORT CURRENT
PUBLIC/PRIVATE R&D

EFFORTS. 

RECOMMENDED
FOCUS AREAS
Examine other Blue Economy strategies
(CA, WA, Alaska, Maine)

 ALIGN OUR DATA
COLLECTION
REGIONALLY.



THE OREGON COAST NEEDS OREGON.

OREGON NEEDS THE OREGON COAST. 



Marcus Hinz, Executive Director 
Oregon Coast Visitors Association
director@thepeoplescoast.com

T H A N K  Y O U


