
Oregon Outdoor School



Oregon Outdoor School
● Voters dedicated 4% Lottery Revenue via M99

● Diverse implementation across Oregon

● SB 439 outlines curriculum elements

● Core elements:

○ Standards-based

○ Field Science

○ Community-building

○ High School Leadership

● Immersive learning experience for 

every 5th or 6th grade student 



Oregon Outdoor School
● Extremely strong outcomes

○ Academic growth

○ Interest and engagement in school

○ Interpersonal and leadership skills

● The envy of the nation

● Part of the Oregon Legacy alongside the Bottle Bill 

and Public Beaches



Oregon Outdoor outcomes at a glance 



Oregon Outdoor School Before State Funding
The experience was great for kids, but the program was…

● Inconsistent

○ Outdoor school for some

● Unpredictable

○ Funding always insecure

● Under-resourced

○ Reliant on fundraising, donations, and parent-pay

○ Lacking comprehensive evaluation



Oregon Outdoor School After State Funding
The experience is great for kids, and now funding 

has… 

● Expanded attendance and participation

● Created strong student outcomes

○ Research and evaluation

● Created educator professional development

● Provided predictable funding for planning and 

program improvement



Outdoor School Participation: pre Measure 99

Source: Oregon 

Community 

Foundation, 2012

Includes all grade 

levels, not just 5th 

and 6th grade

Includes private 

schools



Outdoor School Participation: post Measure 99



Financial Snapshot 



Impacts of Budget Reductions 2025-26
● Shift to shorter programs, including day-only 

programs  

● Staff layoffs; staff:student ratios growing; fewer 

high school students participating 

● Fewer opportunities for family and school 

outreach 

● Program cancelation 

● OSU staff layoffs 



Thank you for your continued support!
● Outdoor school is an integral, transformative 

experience for K-12 instruction and Oregon’s 

youth

● Prior to budget cuts, we were seeing strong 

student participation and increased 

attendance

● There remains strong interest in the benefit 

and necessity of outdoor education

● All of that is under threat, risking a return to 

Outdoor School for Some
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