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Children’s Extraordinary Needs Program
Office of Developmental Disabilities Services
• Darlene O’Keeffe, Interim Director
• Caitlin Shockley, Policy Manager

Sept. 30, 2025



Agenda

1. Item 1

2. Item 2

3. Q+A

4. Learn more / contact us
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Sample title 
Sample content

Agenda

1. Program background

2. Program update and data

3. Questions

4. Learn more / contact us
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Children’s Extraordinary Needs (CEN) 
Program: Background 
Senate Bill 91 (2023)

Children’s Extraordinary Needs (CEN) 1915(c) waiver

• Serves children under 18 with very high medical or behavior needs

• Allows paid attendant care from child’s own parents or guardians

• Limited resources: 
• $3M annual budget

• No more than 155 eligible children at a time 

• Significant wait list

• No more than 20 hours/week of parent-provided attendant care
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CEN Program: Eligibility
• Medicaid eligible

• Under age 18

• Oregon resident

• Live in family home

• Eligible for ODDS services

• Qualifying level of care

• Very high medical (5m) or very high 
behavioral (5b) support needs
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CEN implementation timeline

SB 91 passes 
June 2023

Workgroups 
and surveys

Waiver public 
comment

Waiver 
application 
submitted

Rules Advisory 
Committees

Random 
selection of 

eligible 
children

Waiver 
approved

Enrollment 
offers begin

Trainings
Rules and 

waiver 
effective

July 1, 2024
Program 
launch 
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CEN update: Legislative report
• SB 91 requirement

• Due annually

Enrollment CostWaitlist

Today’s data preview 
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Data: Influencing factors

24 months of data needed for accurate analysis

12 months to bill for services

Up to 150 days for family to enroll and start services

CHIP vs Medicaid 
         Good faith extensions

90 days for parent 
be hired/onboarded

60 days to respond to 
enrollment offer
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Current enrollment and waitlist

137
Children currently 
enrolled

2,664
Children on program waitlist
• 1,172 before Nov. 1, 2024, 

when waitlist opened to 
parent/self-referral

• 1,492 self-referred since 
Nov. 
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CEN enrollment growth

72
97

112

149 147 137

Jul-24 Oct-24 Jan-25 Apr-25 Aug-25 Sep-25
Children enrolled
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SB 91(1)(10)(c) Cost per case: All children 

$7,902 

$4,239 

CEN non-CEN
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SB 91(1)(10)(c) total attendant care billing 
by provider type: CEN only

$2,761 

$4,253 

Parent providers

Other Providers
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SB 91(1)(1)(a) children receiving in-home 
attendant care by provider type

All provider types
8,002
99%

Parent providers 
120
1%

All provider types Parent providers



Questions

Questions and discussion
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More info
• Interim ODDS Director Darlene O’Keeffe, 

darlene.b.okeeffe@odhs.oregon.gov 

• ODDS Policy Manager Caitlin Shockley, 
caitlin.shockley@odhs.oregon.gov 

• ODDS Government Relations: Justin Witham, 
justin.withem2@odhs.oregon.gov 

• Children’s Extraordinary Needs Program: 
cenprogram@odhs.oregon.gov 

• Program web page: 
https://www.oregon.gov/odhs/idd/Pages/childrens-
extraordinary-needs.aspx 

mailto:darlene.b.okeeffe@odhs.oregon.gov
mailto:caitlin.shockley@odhs.oregon.gov
mailto:justin.withem2@odhs.oregon.gov
mailto:cenprogram@odhs.oregon.gov
https://www.oregon.gov/odhs/idd/Pages/childrens-extraordinary-needs.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/odhs/idd/Pages/childrens-extraordinary-needs.aspx


Office of Developmental Disabilities Services
Children’s Extraordinary Needs Program
500 Summer St. NE E-09
Salem, OR 97301
503-945-5811
odds.questions@odhs.oregon.gov 

You can get this document for free in other languages, large print, 
braille or a format you need. 

Email dd.directorsoffice@odhs.oregon.gov or call 503-945-5811. We 
accept all relay calls.

mailto:dd.directorsoffice@odhs.oregon.gov
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