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Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments. I live in La Grande, Oregon. I’m testifying as a private 
citizen. I’m also a member of the Eastern Oregon Climate Change Coalition. It’s mission is to inform and to 
prepare local communities to adapt to climate change.

The Columbia River Basin is completely surrounded by mountains and subject to air inversions that cap the 
Basin for weeks at a time. A Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area report stated that:

...inversions often settle below the surrounding rim providing an effective lid...

Traveling from La Grande and dropping into Pendleton, we look down on a cloud bank stretching to Hood River
trapping everything during inversions. That means bad air quality from power plant and industrial emissions. 
The cities, towns, rural communities, tribal lands, farmlands, commercial operations, and health of all residents 
are affected.

Boardman and Hermiston are at the center of those emissions. Four of Oregon’s top five carbon emitters cluster 
around those towns, each spewing over a million tons of CO2 a year. The area is home to a diverse population 
including 40% who are Hispanic. Many are long time home owners and proud citizens: farmhands; factory 
workers; shop keepers; truck drivers; small business owners; school teachers... professionals who keep the place 
running. Thousands with wells are at risk from thirty years of nitrates polluting the aquifer and all are subject to 
bad air quality for days on end. Economic justice is lacking in that environment: property values have dropped; 
peoples health has deteriorated; the water and the air are getting worse not better.

The Boardman coal fired plant was unregulated. Pollution including mercury, would often be drawn down into 
Hells Canyon. With little desire to add scrubers, and no money for expensive carbon capture, the owner closed 

the plant. Coal collapsed in the U.S. They benefited by being forced to follow the rules. It’s my hope that 
Oregon will follow suit and do its residents a big favor by reducing and eventually eliminating its stake in CO2 
emissions.

Thank you for your time.

Norm Cimon
1208 First Street
La Grande, Oregon 97850

https://ghgdata.epa.gov/ghgp/main.do#/listFacility/?q=Find%20a%20Facility%20or%20Location&st=OR&bs=&et=&fid=&sf=11001100&lowE=-20000&highE=23000000&g1=1&g2=1&g3=1&g4=1&g5=1&g6=0&g7=1&g8=1&g9=1&g10=1&g11=1&g12=1&s1=1&s2=1&s3=1&s4=1&s5=1&s6=1&s7=1&s8=1&s9=1&s10=1&s201=1&s202=1&s203=1&s204=1&s301=1&s302=1&s303=1&s304=1&s305=1&s306=1&s307=1&s401=1&s402=1&s403=1&s404=1&s405=1&s601=1&s602=1&s701=1&s702=1&s703=1&s704=1&s705=1&s706=1&s707=1&s708=1&s709=1&s710=1&s711=1&s801=1&s802=1&s803=1&s804=1&s805=1&s806=1&s807=1&s808=1&s809=1&s810=1&s901=1&s902=1&s903=1&s904=1&s905=1&s906=1&s907=1&s908=1&s909=1&s910=1&s911=1&si=&ss=&so=0&ds=E&yr=2022&tr=current&cyr=2022&ol=0&sl=0&rs=ALL
https://ieefa.org/resources/coal-use-us-power-plants-continues-downward-spiral-full-impact-mines-be-felt-2024

