
Fe b rua ry 7, 2024 

To : Jo in t C o m m itte e  o n  Ad d ic tio n  a nd  C o m m unity Sa fe ty Re sp o nse  
Fro m : Le e  Wa c ho c ki, Pre sid e n t, AFSC ME Lo c a l 2805 (Multno m a h De fe nd e rs, Inc .) 
Re : O p p o sing  Re c rim ina liza tio n  Bills HB 4002, HB 4036, a nd  SB 1555 
 
C ha ir Kro p f, C ha ir Lie b e r, a nd  Me m b e rs o f the  C o m m itte e , 
 
My na m e  is Le e  Wa c ho c ki a nd  I a m  a  p ub lic  d e fe nd e r in  Po rtla nd .  I o p p o se  
re c rim ina liza tio n  b ills HB 4002, HB 4036, a nd  SB 1555.   
 
I d o n›t e nvy yo ur p o sitio n , a nd  I und e rsta nd  the  d e sire  to  p la c a te  vo te rs who  b la m e  
Me a sure  110 fo r a d d ic tio n , p ub lic  d rug  use , a nd  ho m e le ssne ss.  But I›ve  sp e nt o ve r a  
d e c a d e  wa tc h ing  the  c rim ina l justic e  syste m  wa ste  tim e , m o ne y, a nd  hum a n 
re so urc e s in  a  fa ile d  b id  to  he lp  tho se  c a ug ht with  use r a m o unts o f d rug s.  This is a  
p o p ula tio n  no  c o urt c a n  fo rc e  in to  re c o ve ry.  But I›ve  b e e n  wa tc h ing  the  c o urt try 
a nd  fa il fo r ye a rs he re  in  Po rtla nd .   
 
First it wa s c a lle d  STO P c o urt.  STO P fa ile d .  The n  the y c ha ng e d  a  fe w d e ta ils a nd  
c a lle d  it flTre a tm e nt First,‡ b ut the y ke p t the  sa m e  fo rm ula  a nd  g o t the  sa m e  re sults: 
g ra d ua tio ns we re  a  ra rity a nd  te rm ina tio ns we re  a ll to o  c o m m o n.  And  o f c o urse  the y 
we re .  Yo u c a n›t fo rc e  re c o ve ry o n  p e o p le  who  c a n›t m e e t the ir b a sic  ne e d s.  O ur 
c o m m unitie s la c k the  re so urc e s to  m e e t p e o p le ›s b a sic  ne e d s.  If yo u›re  no t 
a d d re ssing  tha t und e rlying  p ro b le m  ⁄  o r, a s Re p re se n ta tive  Sa nc he z wo uld  
e nc o ura g e , p la nning  7 g e ne ra tio ns a he a d  ⁄  yo u a re  fla iling  a t a  sym p to m . 
 
My firm ›s so c ia l wo rke r vo lun te e re d  in  a  wa rm ing  she lte r d uring  the  ic e  sto rm  la st 
m o nth .  She  m e t a  yo ung  m a n who  wa s ho m e le ss a nd  a d d ic te d  to  fe n ta nyl.  His fo o t 
wa s b la c k with  fro stb ite .  The  fle sh  o n  to p  lo o ke d  like  it ha d  b e e n  sc ra p e d  a wa y.  She  
b a re ly c o nvinc e d  h im  to  g o  to  the  ho sp ita l ra the r tha n  b a c k o u t in to  the  fre e zing  
n ig h t to  sc o re  m o re  fe n ta nyl.  The  th re a t o f a  c rim ina l c o nvic tio n  will no t m o tiva te  
so m e o ne  who ›s so  unwe ll tha t the y›ll risk life  a nd  lim b  fo r a  fix. 
 
The se  p ro p o sa ls will a d d  m o re  wo rk fo r p ub lic  d e fe nd e rs, o f who m  the  sta te  ha s 1/ 3 o f 
the  a tto rne ys it ne e d s.  The y›ll a d d  m o re  wo rk fo r so c ia l wo rke rs a nd  c a se  m a na g e rs in  
o ur firm s, o f who m  we  d o n›t ha ve  e no ug h to  se rve  the  ne e d s o f e xisting  c lie n ts.  The y›ll 
inc re a se  p o p ula tio ns in  ja ils so  und e rsta ffe d  tha t it›s ha rd  fo r us to  c a ll o r m e e t with  
c lie n ts.  The y›ll a d d  m o re  c a se s to  c o ng e ste d  d o c ke ts, whe re  we  sp e nd  d a ys 
p re p a ring  tria ls fo r c a se s tha t a re  ro utine ly d ism isse d  b y p ro se c uto rs whe n  witne sse s 
d o n›t b o the r to  sho w up .  The y›ll a d d  to  the  line  o f p e o p le  tha t a re  b e ing  tu rne d  
a wa y fro m  e xisting  tre a tm e nt p ro vid e rs, who  d o n›t c urre n tly ha ve  b e d s fo r a ll the  fo lks 
se e king  a d d ic tio n  se rvic e s.   
 
I urg e  yo u to  b a c k a wa y fro m  the se  re a c tive  p ro p o sa ls tha t d o n›t a d d re ss the  
und e rlying  p ro b le m s in  o ur c o m m unitie s. 


