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In both 2021 and 2022, the Oregon Legislature allocated one-time funding to support summer learning
opportunities for Oregon’s children and youth. In 2022, $50 million was allocated for community-based
organizations (CBOs) to provide summer learning opportunities, administered through the Oregon
Community Summer Grants (OCSG) Initiative. Grant funds enabled community-based organizations to offer
6,133 individual summer program opportunities, reaching into every county and serving nearly 240,000
youth. These programs gave youth access to enrichment activities and new experiences, helped them build
skills in career development and social emotional learning, reduced food insecurity, and supported
academic learning. Grant funds also made summer programs more accessible to families by removing
barriers like transportation, cost, and language. Read more about the impact from these grants.

In 2023, Senate Bill 531 proposed to continue this summer funding over the next biennium. Despite broad
support, the bill is stalled in the House’s Joint Ways and Means Committee.

To understand the impact on Oregon’s youth and families if this funding disappeared, a brief survey was
distributed to last year’s OSCG recipients. 192 organizations responded, accounting for half of all grantees
from 2022. Their responses are summarized below.

According to previous grantees, if there are no Oregon Community Summer Grants
available this year:

Tens of thousands of Oregon youth will lose access to summer learning

opportu nities Anticipated youth served by CBOs without OSCG grants

. (compared to summer 2022)
Without access to OSCG funds, 85%
of the 192 responding CBOs will serve CBOs that anticipate serving more youth 8% I
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summer. If that average holds true

for all grantees, up to 120,000
Oregon youth who participated in
summer learning opportunities last
year may not have access this year.

Anticipated summer learning opportunities offered by CBOs without 0SCG grants
(compared to summer 2022)
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Families will lose access to child care and face increased costs for summer
learning programs

Without OSCG funding, 91% of responding CBOs anticipate increased costs to families for summer
programming, and 71% will be unable to offer scholarship to families. As a result, the vast majority of
organizations anticipate reduced access to child care and increased financial stress for parents and
families in their communities.



https://www.oaesd.org/media/2023/01/Oregon-Community-Summer-Grant-Report-2022.pdf

Youth will lose access to meaningful learning, enrichment, and social and
emotional development opportunities

Without access to OSCG-funded summer Anticipated impacts on youth if 0SCG grants are not available
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Community-based organizations will struggle to meet the demand for summer
learning in their communities

Anticipated impacts on CBOs if 0SCG grants are not available

80% of responding CBOs anticipate being

(% of responding CBOs that anticipate each impact) unable to meet the demand for summer

Unable to hire additional staff

Unable to meet the demand for
summer programming in community

Unable to offer scholarships to families
Unable to maintain our current staffing
level

Unable to offer competitive wages and
benefits

Unable to offer professional
development opportunities to our staff

Unable to provide transportation to
and/or from program locations

Unable to afford insurance premiums
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programs in their commmunity, if there are no
OSCG grants available. 82% would be unable to
hire additional staff, and 58% would not be able
to maintain their current staffing levels. More
than half say they would be unable to offer
competitive wages and benefits to their staff.

90 "I cannot even put into words the impact of this
grant on our organization. Directly because of
this grant, we were able to serve 200 more low-
income youth than normal. That is 200 children
who don’t have to worry about what to eat for
breakfasts and lunch, 200 children who have a
safe place to be at all summer, and over 200
parents who can take a deep breath, and know
that they have an amazing free resource to use
all summer. Parents would be devastated if we

widen. The inequities youth with less resources [face] will

continue to be amplified without supplemented funding for

weren’t able to offer these programs.”

ALL children in Oregon to have access to productive summer

programs. Youth experiencing inequities and disparities will remain without resources for months at a time,
while those with resources will have opportunities for enrichment, education, staying active, and preparing for
a future of economic success. The gap will only continue to divide this state, our local communities, and
continue to span across generations."



Proportionally, rural counties will see the largest declines in youth served

Survey responses by county and average anticipated

difference in youth served , if no 0SCG funds are available Without OSCG grants, fewer youth will have

(compared to summer 2022)
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access to summer learning opportunities across
the state. According to survey respondents,
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