
Affordable Solutions to the CRC 
(Common Sense Alternative II)  



      

    CRC’s Purpose and Needs 
● Growing Travel Demand and Congestion 

● Impaired Freight Movement 

● Limited Public Transportation Operation, 

Connectivity and Reliability 

● Safety and Vulnerability to Incidents 

● Substandard Bicycle an Pedestrian Facilities 

● Seismic Vulnerability 



NEW I-5 BRIDGE 
(8-LANES WITH 
BASCULE SPAN) 

HARBOR BRIDGE FOR 
LOCAL TRAFFIC, LIGHT- 
RAIL, BIKES AND PEDS. 

NEW LIFT-SPAN 
FOR  RR BRIDGE 

REPURPOSE OLD BRIDGES 
FOR LOCAL TRAFFIC, BIKES, 
TRANSIT, AND PEDESTRIANS 

Common Sense Alternative II 



 

Common Sense Alternative II 
(Phase 1) 

 

• Modify BNSF Railroad Bridge 

 

• Build Additional Portland Harbor Bridge 

 

• Construct New I-5 Drawbridge 

 

• Repurpose Existing Interstate Bridges 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BNSF Railroad Bridge Swing Span 

Proposed 
New Lift Span 

Existing Swing Span 





 BNSF railroad lift bridge built 
across the Willamette River 
replaced old swing span for 

less than $40 Million and 
installed in 72 hours  
Built in the 1980’s 



Portland Harbor Bridge for local traffic, 

light rail, bikes and pedestrians. 

 

 

 

 

MAX Expo Station 
Expo 
Road 

Traffic 
Signal 

To East Marine Drive 



Proposed Hayden Island Bus Route 

Hayden Island 
Commerce Center 

Salpare Bay 

Layover 







CRC Profiles 

Locally Preferred Alternative (95’) 
Common Sense Alternative II 



 

BRIDGE River Clearances 
 

• STEP “A” - ASSUMED LOW-LEVEL         65 FT. 

 

• EXISTING “HUMP” I-5 BRIDGES                             72 FT. 

 

• STEP “A” - ASSUMED MID-LEVEL            100 FT. 

 

• FINALLY PROPOSED I-5 REPLACEMENT           116 FT.  

 

• STEP “A” - ASSUMED HIGH-LEVEL         130 FT. 

 

• I-205 GLENN JACKSON BRIDGE                            144 FT. 

 

• EXISTING  I-5  LIFT SPANS                                      178 FT. 

 
 



Freeway – 3 through lanes 
+ add/drop lane each way 

Light Rail, Cycle-Track 
& Pedestrians 

  Local traffic, Buses 
& Pedestrians 

   Existing Lift Span               New I-5 Bascule  
           Bridges                                Bridge 
    
        (Cross-Section looking North toward Vancouver) 



COMMON SENSE ALTERNATIVE II 

(PHASE 1)  

      Construct a new I-5 Bridge (upstream, 8-lanes, 72 ft. river 

      clearance, bascule draw-span/align with existing  lift-spans) 



CSA PROPOSAL - Bascule draw span similar to this 

 new Woodrow Wilson I-95 Bridge in Washington DC   





Hayden Island Vancouver 

Common Sense Alternative II 



$554,000,000 

CRC Hayden Island 
CRC -  Preferred Alternative 

Vancouver Interchange 
CRC  - Preferred Alternative 



5th St. 

Waterfront 
Vancouver 

Existing Bridges 

3rd St. 



 `     Comparative Costs (millions)     
         Oregon only     CSAII 
 
BNSF Railroad Bridge Lift Span         NA  $100 

  
Replacement bridge and approaches     $1094.8  $600 
 
Demolition of existing bridge          $78.5    NA 
 
Highway - other than bridge construction/ demolition costs    $695.1    $50 
 
Transit - other than bridge construction/ demolition costs     $709.9  $150 
 
Bicycle/Pedestrian improvements         $37.6    $10 
 
Toll Bond Issuance Cost, Capitalized Interest, Bond Reserves      $32.7    $11 
 
Interim Borrowing Costs          $63.1    $21 
 
Bridge height mitigation          $86.4    NA 
 
TOTAL EXPENSE       $2798.1  $942 
 
Project Expenses as of 11/2013 (Source: ODOT) 
 



Proposed Light Rail Extension 

to Waterfront Vancouver 

 

 (A component of the Common Sense Alternative II) 
By 

The Association of Oregon Rail and Transit Advocates 
August 2014 

 
 



Waterfront Vancouver Development 





Light Rail Yellow Line Extension to Waterfront 

Vancouver Development and Amtrak Station 

Existing Vancouver Amtrak Station 

Pedestrian Sky-Bridge 

LRT Terminal Station 

     Waterfront Vancouver 
32 Acre Development Site 

Waterfront Vancouver Station 

Existing Bridge Spans New I-5 Bridge 

Local HI Traffic 

Columbia St Station 

MAX Yellow Line 



Waterfront Vancouver 

Proposed Yellow Line Extension 



5th St. 

Waterfront 
Vancouver 

Existing Bridges 

3rd St. 



Pedestrian Sky Bridge 
to Amtrak Station 



COMMON SENSE 

ALTERNATIVE II 

(PHASE 2) 

Construct a high-level 

bridge adjacent to 

the BNSF RR Bridge, 

with an auxiliary 

2-lane roadway, cycle- 

track and walkway - 

as part of a 3-mile 

bypass of the freight 

congestion between 

North Portland and 

Vancouver junctions 

for regional passenger 

and commuter rail. 

 

 







THE CRC BRIDGE AT 95 FEET 
CLEARANCE OVER RIVER 





CSA 



Hayden Island 
CRC – Preferred Alternative 



2,900 free parking spaces  
Not the way to provide effective public transit 

$60,000 /parking space 



95’ clearance version 







WHAT’S OLD COULD BE NEW AGAIN 




