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	Body Text: April 8, 2023Re: $16 Million in the Department of Justice Crime Victim and Survivor Services Division Budget (SB 5514) for:- $10 Million to the Oregon Domestic and Sexual Violence Services Fund                             (HB 2933) for confidential safety and support services- $6 Million to the Survivor Housing Fund (HB 3018) for housing assistance for survivorsWays and Means Subcommittee, On behalf of Volunteers of America Oregon - Home Free, we are very much in support of continued funding in the Department of Justice Crime Victim and Survivor Services Division (CVSSD) Budget (SB 5514) of $10 million to the Oregon Domestic and Sexual Violence Services (ODSVS) Fund for confidential safety planning and support services for survivors and $6 million to the Survivor Housing Fund (SHF) for housing assistance for survivors. Both of these amounts were allocated as one-time funding during the height of the Covid-19 pandemic, and we urge the continuation of these programs as on-going and stable services designed to meet life-saving need. Volunteers of America Oregon has been in operation since 1896 and specializes in family safety, substance use, behavioral health, and reentry from the criminal justice system. Home Free provides life-saving services to our community focusing on all sides of the issue of ending domestic and sexual violence in our community through prevention education and confidential youth advocacy, to immediate crisis and safety situations to help survivors flee from violence and access safer motels or shelters, and housing programming and long-term stabilization supports which include economic empowerment programming. All our services are 100% free, voluntary, and confidential. We also firmly believe in meeting survivors where they are already within our community – we have several out stationed programs with advocates in Portland Public High Schools, advocates embedded within community health clinics, and advocates operating out of the Multnomah County Courthouse. 
	Body text_2: ODSVS and SHF Funds are each essential and critical funding sources that allow survivors in Oregon to have access to confidential, culturally-specific, culturally responsive, and trauma-informed support from highly trained, certified, and dedicated advocates as they seek to move towards a life free of domestic and/or sexual violence. The ODSVS funds provide essential funding to more than 60 providers across the state of Oregon to provide confidential, trauma-informed, and family-centered services for survivors of domestic violence, sexual assault, stalking, dating violence, and sex trafficking. These community-based nonprofits support all survivors within a household (adults, youth, pets) with wide-ranging crisis intervention and long-term supportive services such as access to emergency motel vouchers, operations of 24/7 crisis lines, legal advocacy, essential and complex safety-planning, rental assistance, relocation costs, support groups and so much more. These programs, as is the case with Home Free, also provide prevention education in schools as well as training and education throughout the community. Home Free programs serve and navigate within many state systems, including the public health and public safety systems. In addition, Home Free has built collaborations with law enforcement, healthcare providers, schools, the criminal justice system, culturally and population specific agencies, and many other community partners, and offer critical support for survivors navigating these complex systems.An increase in ODSVS funds can further Home Free's impact with survivors and on out community as a whole. Issues of domestic and sexual violence do not occur in only private, and impact more than that household - it impacts and ripples out harm across our community as a public health issue as well. Home Free, like so many non profit providers, struggle with financial uncertainty on a regular basis to ensure we can sustain our existing services, when so many of our funds are out of our control. We rely on ODSVS to keep our doors open, and keep supporting survivors. Home Free positively impacts over 10,000 members of our local community ever year, and so many of those survivors are youth.The Oregon Survivor Housing Fund (SHF) also distributes funds to more than 60 programs across the state of Oregon to facilitate access to safer and more stable housing for survivors of domestic and sexual violence. We know that the leading cause of homelessness for women is domestic violence. SHF are a crucial
	Body text_3: component to the efforts to assist survivors in their journey towards increased safety and stability, and there is not enough housing support to meet the immense need in our community. Especially here in Portland, where inflation costs went up over 8% last year, and rents raised by as much as 14.5%.From July-December 2022 - a 6 month period, Home Free took 4,988 calls on our three hotlines. In addition, we supported 487 survivor households with more ongoing supports in our programs, more than half of those survivors identified from communities of color. Also, of those 487 survivors, 28% identified at LGBTQIAS2+, and 132 of those folks shared that had a disabling condition. During this period on our hotlines we saw 541 needs that we were not able to meet when the survivor reached out for shelter and housing support. Both in 2019 and 2021, the Oregon Alliance to End Violence Against Women survivor priority survey found that permanent, affordable housing is the greatest need facing survivors of domestic and sexual violence in our state. The SHF supports survivors by providing supportive services and the financial assistance resources necessary to address barriers in accessing housing. This may include moving assistance, application fees, security deposits, and other non-rent move-in costs. These critical and flexible funds help survivors begin this new stage in their lives on solid footing.We implore you to support an ongoing investment of a $10 million increase in ODSVS funds and a continuation of $6 million in SHF in the CVSSD Budget. Full funding of these services is essential to support crime victims and survivors in Oregon and the organizations and providers who serve them. Thank you for your consideration and for the opportunity to testify.Thank you for your time and consideration.Respectfully,Sarah Van EssCoordinated Access Advocate - Home Free


