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DATE:   Mar ch 30, 2023 
TO:   House Commi tt ee on Economi c Devel opment and Smal l Busi ness 
FROM:  Al ex Cuyl er, Lane Count y I nt er gover nment al  Rel ati ons Manager 
RE:  HB 2023, rel ati ng t o sport s 
 
Dear Chai r Bynum, Vi ce- Chai rs Mor gan, Nguyen, and Me mber s of the Commi tt ee:  
 
Lane Count y support s HB 2023 and pr oposed -5 amend ment t hat est abli shes a grant 
pr ogr am admi ni st er ed vi a a part nershi p bet ween Or egon Tr avel  Commi ssi on and Sport 
Or egon. Not onl y woul d Lane Count y yout h benefit from t hese gr ants f unds, it woul d 
f urt her strengt hen Or egon’ s ri ch hi st ory i n at hl eti cs t ouri sm, sport workf orce, and 
i nt ernati onal  promi nence as a sport s desti nation.  
 
Our count y’ s geogr aphy pr ovi des f or a wi de range of recr eati onal  acti viti es and sport s. 
Newer and non-tradi ti onal  sport s ar e t hri vi ng her e such as pi ckl e bal l, tri at hl ons, 
sandboar di ng, mount ain bi ki ng, speedboat raci ng, and rowi ng. Tr adi ti onal  sport s li ke 
f oot ball, baseball, swi mmi ng and voll eyball al so fl ouri sh i n our f aciliti es and venues, 
many of whi ch ar e pr ovi de speci fi c access f or yout h parti ci pati on and sport s.  
 
I n t he heart of Lane Count y i s Eugene, al so known as Tr ack Town USA due t o Haywar d 
Fi el d’ s i nt er nati onal  and Ol y mpi c not ori et y. Haywar d Fi el d host s everyt hi ng from t he 
Worl d At hl eti c Champi onshi ps t o Hi gh School  Track and Fi el d Champi onshi ps t o t he 
Eugene Mar at hon. These criti cal event s support t he devel opment of yout h sport s acr oss 
t he st at e whil e al so servi ng as enor mous economi c sti muli t o t he regi on and St at e.    
 
The Uni versit y of Or egon i s a nexus i n our stat e f or up- and-comi ng educati onal  
pr ogr ammi ng on sports busi ness and mar keting, sport s product desi gn, and 
i nt erdi sci pli nary st udi es on sport and well ness. The gr ant progr am in HB 2023 woul d 
al l ow Lane Count y t o support one of our maj or publi c uni versiti es and t hei r l ocal  
i mpl ement ati on of t hi s wor k. Thi s woul d hel p bett er t he li ves of Or egoni ans and cr eat e a 
net work of young pr of essi onal s and communi ty me mber s i n t he sports i ndustry.  
 
Lane Count y owns and oper at es t he Lane Event s Cent er, t he l ocation of our regi onal  
i ce ar ena and t he Wi ll amal ane Parks and Recreati on Di stri ct has mul ti pl e l ocati ons i n 
Spri ngfi el d t hat regul ar host yout h sporti ng event s. These f aciliti es benefit our l ocal  
economy and ar e spaces f or yout h t o benefit from i ndi vi dual  and t eam sport s, but al so 
dr aw att endees from acr oss Or egon.  
 
We strongl y encour age t he l egi sl at ur e t o support HB 2023 and t he impl ement ati on of 
t he gr ant progr am outlined i n t hi s bill as it will bett er posi ti on Or egon and Lane Count y 
as pr omi nent desti nations f or hi gh-l evel  competiti on and recr eati onal  t ouri sm.   
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