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https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Measures/Overview/SB348 

 

I am a retired Marine Corps Major and member of the National African American Gun Association. 

 

I oppose this bill. 

 

First and foremost. The government has no ability to proactively manage or restrict the firearms of violent 

perpetrators. Gun laws are only effective on those who obey the law. These restrictions are a literal government 

sponsored firepower advantage for violent perpetrators. 

 

1. Government gun policies in America are rooted in racism. Individuals most in need of firearms for personal self-

defense live in high crime areas. These areas are disproportionately in underserved minority communities.  

 

The below link is an NPR story that details how the first major gun legislation by Governor Reagan and the 

Republicans came about due to the Black Panthers. This attempt on gun restrictions on part of the California 

Republicans against the Black community actually gave rise to the NRA becoming the political powerhouse it is 

today. The transcript will be attached. 

 

https://www.wnycstudios.org/podcasts/radiolabmoreperfect/episodes/gun-show 

 

Gun laws were used to prevent Dr. Martin Luther King from protecting himself. 

https://www.huffpost.com/entry/mlk-and-his-guns_b_810132 

 

2. The state and local governments are failing to enforce existing laws for all manner of threats to public safety to 

include criminal gun possession under current laws. Hundreds of charged persons have been released back into 

the communities, their violations wholly dismissed, due to you, the state legislature failing to adequately provide 

resources to the legal system. 

 

How about the state legislature prioritize enforcing existing laws and fix a broken system before beginning making 

a new population of prospective criminals and stripping away the right to choose one’s means of self-defense at a 

time when the government can’t effectively protect the citizenry. 

https://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/oregon-public-defender-shortage-300-cases-dismissed-93871068 



 

3. State and federal courts have found merit that Measure 114, which this bill works to replace, may violate our 

Constitutional rights. You have sworn an oath to uphold the Constitution. You are bound by that oath to allow the 

issue to be adjudicated before trying to unethically re-introduce it in an effort to undermine the current litigation. 

 

These court cases should be adjudicated before elected officials waste time recycling questionable law without 

knowing and understanding the final disposition. Those legislators know full well this will be immediately 

challenged wasting resources re-litigating this policy at a time when, as referenced above, potential criminals are 

being released due to lack of legal system resources.  

 

4. The Oregon state government is not effectively investing and charging the thousands of illegal gun purchase 

attempts at this time. The information for this is pending. On pages 37 and 38 on the pending statute requires the 

OSP to report on any investigations, charges, and disposition of the charges for illegal attempted gun purchases 

identified through the FICS. 

 

The 2022 report does not detail this statutorily required information. I have reached out to the OSP regarding this 

and have yet to get an answer why it is not in the annual report. According to the OSP report more than 2,300 

illegal firearm transfer attempts were made in 2022.  

 

https://www.oregon.gov/osp/Docs/2022%20FICS%20Unit%20Overview_Final.pdf 



 

 

What is the investigatory and prosecution status of last year’s illegal attempts? The legislation should present and 

address this as an emergency priority before imposing new laws. 

 

If history is any indicator the state is failing to pursue prosecuting unlawful purchase attempts. The Department of 

Justice’s Office of Inspector General issued a 2016 report that only 254 cases were CONSIDERED for prosecution 

out of more than half a million false statements made for failed gun purchases. 

 

https://oig.justice.gov/reports/2016/a1632.pdf#page=1 

 

As mentioned before, this is a case where the state should prioritize ensuring the enforcement of current laws 

directly impacting this issue before justifying a need for more laws. 

 

 



5. The CDC, under President Obama, commissioned a study on firearm related violence. In that study they 

estimated that 500,000 to 3,000,000 self-defense uses of firearms take place annually. A defensive use of a firearm 

can range from anything from simply presenting a weapon to repel a perpetrator to actually firing the weapon.  

 

https://nap.nationalacademies.org/read/18319/chapter/3 

 

 

Thank you, 

Tim LeMaster 
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MLK and His Guns
Most people think Martin Luther King would be the last person to own a gun. Yet in the

mid-1950s, as the civil rights movement heated up, King kept firearms for self-protection.

By Adam Winkler, Contributor

Professor of Law, UCLA

Jan 17, 2011, 11:25 PM EST | Updated May 25, 2011

This post was published on the now-closed HuffPost Contributor platform. Contributors control their own work
and posted freely to our site. If you need to flag this entry as abusive, send us an email.

One issue on everyone's mind this Martin Luther King Jr. day was

gun control. King's calls for resolving our di!erences through

peaceful nonviolence are especially poignant after Jared Loughner

gunned down six people and wounded several others in Tucson.

Amid the clamor for new gun laws, its appropriate to remember

King's complicated history with guns.

Most people think King would be the last person to own a gun. Yet in

the mid-1950s, as the civil rights movement heated up, King kept

firearms for self-protection. In fact, he even applied for a permit to

carry a concealed weapon.

A recipient of constant death threats, King had armed supporters

take turns guarding his home and family. He had good reason to fear

that the Klan in Alabama was targeting him for assassination.

William Worthy, a journalist who covered the Southern Christian

Leadership Conference, reported that once, during a visit to King's
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parsonage, he went to sit down on an armchair in the living room

and, to his surprise, almost sat on a loaded gun. Glenn Smiley, an

adviser to King, described King's home as "an arsenal."

As I found researching my new book, Gunfight, in 1956, after King's

house was bombed, King applied for a concealed carry permit in

Alabama. The local police had discretion to determine who was a

suitable person to carry firearms. King, a clergyman whose life was

threatened daily, surely met the requirements of the law, but he was

rejected nevertheless. At the time, the police used any wiggle room

in the law to discriminate against African Americans.

Ironically, the concealed carry permit law in Alabama was promoted

by the National Rifle Association thirty years earlier. Today, the gun

rights hardliners fight to eliminate permits for concealed carry, as

Arizona has done.

Eventually, King gave up any hope of armed self-defense and

embraced nonviolence more completely. Others in the civil rights

movement, however, embraced the gun.

One of the most indelible images of the 1960s is a photograph from

Life magazine of Malcolm X looking out a window with a long M-1

carbine in his hands, the rifle pointed up to the sky. For blacks

unhappy with the progress achieved by King's marches, the gun

became a symbol of the "by any means necessary" philosophy.

The Black Panthers took Malcolm X's approach to the extreme,

openly carrying guns as they patrolled for police abuses on the

streets of Oakland. They even made guns part of their o!cial

uniform, along with the black beret and leather jacket. Every member

learned about Marxism and firearms safety.

California passed a law to disarm the Panthers and then Congress,

after King was assassinated by James Early Ray, passed the Gun

Control Act of 1968 -- the first major federal gun control since the
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Do you have information you want to share with HuffPost? Here’s
how.

 GO TO HOMEPAGE

1930s. These laws fueled the rise of the modern gun rights

movement, which self-consciously borrowed tactics from the civil

rights movement.

One lesson the gun advocates took was from the early King and his

more aggressive followers: If the police can't (or won't) to protect

you, a gun may be your last line of defense. Inspired by that idea, the

gun lobby has grown so strong that even after the Tucson mass

murder there is almost no likelihood of new gun laws being passed.

Whether a broader acceptance of the King's later pacifism would

have made us safer than choosing guns, we will never know.
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