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A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the 

people to keep and bear Arms, SHALL NOT BE INFRINGED. 
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District of Columbia v. Heller, case in which the U.S. Supreme Court on June 26, 

2008, held (5–4) that the Second Amendment guarantees an individual right to 

possess firearms independent of service in a state militia and to use firearms for 

traditionally lawful purposes, including self-defense within the home. It was the first 

Supreme Court case to explore the meaning of the Second Amendment since United 

States v. Miller (1939). 

 

McDonald v. City of Chicago, case in which on June 28, 2010, the U.S. Supreme 

Court ruled (5–4) that the Second Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, which 

guarantees “the right of the people to keep and bear Arms,” applies to state and local 

governments as well as to the federal government. 

 

Criminals do not and will not follow your laws. If you try to take the rights of the 

people, you will only be disarming law-abiding citizens. 

 


