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High school diploma options1 

 

Currently, Oregon has three state-defined K-12 diplomas: 1) Oregon Diploma; 2) Modified Oregon 

Diploma; and 3) Extended Oregon Diploma. The state also issues an Alternative Certificate. Both the 

Oregon Diploma and the Modified Oregon Diploma count towards the official graduation rate 

calculations.4  

 

According to ORS 329.451, the Modified and Extended Oregon Diplomas5 are only offered to students 

who have, “demonstrated the inability to meet the full set of academic content standards for a high school 

diploma with reasonable modifications and accommodations.” To be eligible to pursue a Modified 

Oregon Diploma, a student must, “have a documented history of an inability to maintain grade level 

achievement due to significant learning and instructional barriers or have a documented history of a 

medical condition that creates a barrier to achievement” (ORS 329.451(7)(b)).  

 

To be eligible to pursue an Extended Oregon Diploma, a student must, “have a documented history of: 

(A) an inability to maintain grade level achievement due to significant learning and instructional barriers; 

(B) a medical condition that creates a barrier to achievement; or (C) a change in the student’s ability to 

participate in grade level activities as a result of a serious illness or injury that occurred after grade eight” 

(ORS 329.451(8)(b)).  

 

The Alternative Certificate is not a diploma but rather a high school completion document. It may be 

earned by a student who does not satisfy the requirements for the Oregon Diploma, Modified Oregon 

Diploma or Extended Oregon Diploma. To be eligible for an Alternative Certificate, a student must have 

met the criteria requirements as specified in school district board policies. Students who earn an 

Alternative Certificate or a Graduation Equivalency Diploma (GED) are not counted as graduates in 

Oregon’s cohort graduation rates but are instead considered completers. 

 

Oregon graduation rates by diploma type  
 

As mentioned above, there has been a steady increase in the percentage of students who are being 

awarded Modified Oregon Diplomas, which accounts for some of the increase in graduation rates over the 

past decade. Figure 12 shows that Modified Oregon Diploma rates have effectively doubled since 2009. 

As of 2020, 3.8% of Oregon students were awarded Modified Oregon Diplomas, compared to less than 

2% in years before the credential was counted as a graduation and these diploma holders became eligible 

for federal financial aid upon enrollment in postsecondary programs. In the 2013–14 school year, 

approximately 750 students earned Modified Oregon Diplomas. That number has increased by about 150 

students per year and was close to 1,750 students in 2020. A very low percentage of Oregon students are 

awarded Extended Oregon Diplomas (0.2%) or Alternative Certificates (0.5%). 

 

 
1 https://www.oregon.gov/ode/rules-and-policies/Documents/SB744%20Report%20Final.pdf 
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Postsecondary Profile by Diploma Type  
 

The type of diploma that a student is awarded is associated with differences in student postsecondary 

profiles. Colleges and universities report that access to postsecondary programs is not contingent on the 

diploma type (Modified, or Regular) but rather the courses that students take. Modified Diplomas have 

different course requirements and thus these students are less likely to have taken the courses required for 

admission to colleges and universities. Figure 17 shows the rates at which students who are awarded an 

Oregon Diploma engage in postsecondary opportunities within a year of graduation. It should be noted 

that the gray areas may include extended diplomas, adult basic education diplomas, and GED completion, 

or other modes that are not counted in Oregon’s official graduation rate. Approximately 31% of Oregon 

students who are awarded an Oregon Diploma go on to a four-year college, while 30% attend two-year 

programs or other postsecondary options. Of the students who are awarded an Oregon diploma, 39% do 

not take any college courses within one year after graduation. 
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APPENDIX J: A VISION FOR A FUTURE-READY GRADUATE 
 

Oregon educational systems need adaptive changes to move the recommendations of this report to reality 

if they are adopted. It will take time and require investment of human resources, engagement, and 

planning. These recommendations will require careful execution to ensure that they are not 

implemented inequitably.  

 

Additional support for five-year cohort. Oregon’s emphasis on graduation rates can result in practices that 

do not protect student interests. For example, students who need more than four years to graduate may not 

feel supported given that the graduation rate is based on completion in four years (by federal definition) 

and excludes other forms of high school attainment, such as the GED. ODE could do more to 

communicate about the value of fifth-year cohort calculations for educational equity.  

 

In summary, Oregon must endeavor to define and publish system indicators that hold education 

accountable for creating the conditions in which students can graduate. 
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Cohort Graduation Rate2 
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2 https://www.oregon.gov/ode/reports-and-data/students/Documents/CohortTrends21-22.pdf 
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Dropout/Pushout Rates in Oregon High Schools4 
 

 

 
4 https://www.oregon.gov/ode/reports-and-data/students/Documents/dropout-pushout-tables-2021-2022.xlsx 


