
Oregon businesses support equity in policy-making (HB 2650)

We, the undersigned, are business owners that are committed to increased equity in our state.

As business owners, we understand the value of having our voices heard in policy conversations
convened by the Legislature and executive branch agencies. We also have seen what happens
when our voices and values are left out of those conversations. Various interests often leverage
the idea of small business, without listening to our experiences. This leads to policies that in fact
don’t serve us or the state well.

Our constituencies represent valuable voices in this state that can help Oregon solve our most
pressing challenges.

We also recognize that the voices of historically underrepresented communities are often left out
of policy-making tables on a range of issues, and we believe that Oregon will be a more effective
and prosperous state when those voices are included in policy making.

In the event that a workgroup or task force is created to focus on specific pieces of legislation,
this bill will ensure that the voices of directly impacted persons will be at the table. A workgroup
or task force regarding the operations of small businesses should certainly have the voices of our
communities at the table, and HB 2650 will ensure that happens.

We urge you to support this important bill that recognizes the importance and value of having the
voices of impacted people at the table for critical policy-making discussions.
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