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HB 3414 OPPOSITION LETTER 

 

STATE OF OREGON 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON RULES  

 

June 1 s t ,  2023 

 

Dear Committee Members,  

 

I  am writ ing to  you to  encourage an amendment to  HB 3414 that maintains protect ions for  our State ’s  
h istor ic  resources.   L ike  other except ions in  the  draft  proposal  re lated to  statewide goal-re lated 
natural  resources,  our h istor ic  propert ies and distr icts  are  community  assets that  require  our 
protect ion to  preserve them for current  and future  generat ions.   Th is  support  and protect ion are 
consistent  with  Statewide Land Use Goal  5 .  

Having pract iced arch itecture in  Oregon for  25 years and served for  8 years on the Port land Histor ic  
Landmarks Commiss ion,  I  can test ify  f irsthand to  the  value our histor ic  assets br ing to  our 
communit ies .   They connect  us to  our past  and remind us that  th is  p lace matters.   In  our h istor ic  
d istr icts ,  they contr ibute  to  a larger narrat ive ,  and when they stand alone,  they are  often major 
ident ity  markers in  the  communit ies they serve.   As a State  and Nat ion,  we have pr ior it ized these 
assets through tax incent ive  programs and grants in  recognit ion of  a l l  they br ing to  our communit ies .   
I t  therefore  fo l lows that  these investments merit  the  h ighest  leve l  of protect ions to  fo l low through 
on our shared commitments.   

I  current ly  serve on the Board at  Restore  Oregon,  who has put  forward suggest ions about how these 
concerns can be addressed.   I  encourage you to  rev iew those ,  and work toward adopt ion language 
that strengthens th is  important b i l l .  

S incere ly ,   

 

BRIAN EMERICK,  AIA   
PRINCIPAL 
 


