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HB 3103-1

(LC 2662)

3/16/23 (STN/ps)

Requested by Representative OWENS

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO

HOUSE BILL 3103

On page 1 of the printed bill, delete lines 4 through 29 and delete pages

2 through 4 and insert:

“SECTION 1. The Oregon State University Extension Service and

the Oregon State University Agricultural Experiment Station shall

jointly establish an agricultural water management technical assist-

ance program. The technical assistance program shall be a voluntary,

nonregulatory and incentive-based program that may include the fol-

lowing elements:

“(1) Staffing of agricultural water management specialists based in

different regions of this state who will be responsible for:

“(a) Building collaborative relationships with water and land man-

agers; and

“(b) Developing research-based water management programs that

utilize data collected under subsection (6) of this section to provide

publicly available statewide and regional tools for water and land

managers that foster regionally specific knowledge and expertise.

“(2) Connecting agricultural producers to information, resources,

tools, programs, partners, funding opportunities and other incentives

to improve on-farm water management practices and outcomes for the

producers’ operations and water resources.

“(3) Creating a voluntary demonstration network of willing agri-
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cultural producers to develop on-farm demonstration projects featur-

ing water-related management practices that yield quantifiable water

quality and quantity benefits for the producers’ operations and water

resources and to promote the uptake of effective practices, including,

but not limited to:

“(a) Modification of irrigation equipment;

“(b) Measurement and monitoring of water diversions and water

use;

“(c) Use of data in decision-making;

“(d) Irrigation management practices;

“(e) Soil management practices;

“(f) Dryland farming practices;

“(g) Crop rotations and rotational grazing practices;

“(h) Temporary or permanent voluntary in-stream flow restoration,

such as in-stream leasing and split-season leasing, as described in ORS

537.348;

“(i) Use of the program for the allocation of conserved water es-

tablished under ORS 537.455 to 537.500;

“(j) Novel water sharing agreements or arrangements that benefit

other in-stream and out-of-stream water uses;

“(k) Water reuse;

“(L) Effective use of the state and federal programs;

“(m) Practices that restore and protect fish and wildlife habitat;

“(n) Practices that reduce energy use and costs;

“(o) Fish screening and fish passage; and

“(p) Experimentation with alternative crops and drought-resistant

crops.

“(4) Identifying, studying and mitigating the effects of projects and

practices implemented under subsection (3) of this section on in-

stream and out-of-stream water users and uses, and conducting re-
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lated outreach.

“(5) Organizing workshops and tours to promote innovative agri-

cultural water management practices.

“(6) Establishing and maintaining or supporting publicly available

weather and irrigation information systems designed to collect, pro-

cess and make publicly available climate and weather-related data and

provide to agricultural producers tools that support increased pro-

duction, increased resilience to drought and flood events and the effi-

cient management of water resources.

“(7) In consultation with the Water Resources Department, con-

tracting with an organization that provides publicly accessible, repro-

ducible, satellite-based evapotranspiration data using open science

methods, open data services and an ensemble of well-established

evapotranspiration models to:

“(a) Support ongoing and reliable evapotranspiration data pro-

duction and platform maintenance for public use across this state;

“(b) Support data collection and technical analyses to improve the

accuracy of the data for different regions in Oregon; and

“(c) Conduct outreach to agricultural producers and other subject

matter experts to verify accuracy and increase usability of the data.

“(8) Partnering with agricultural producers and other subject mat-

ter experts to check the accuracy of data, develop new tools, adapt

available tools, experiment with new technologies and approaches and

identify best management practices.

“(9) Performing and publishing research related to agricultural wa-

ter management.

“(10) Developing and updating Oregon-specific guides, manuals and

other resources, with a focus on resources that will increase the like-

lihood of securing federal funding and assistance for agricultural wa-

ter management and increase the effective delivery of desired
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outcomes.

“(11) Providing technical assistance to small farmers or ranchers in

accessing state and federal assistance programs, including but not

limited to disaster assistance programs.

“SECTION 2. (1) To carry out the technical assistance program de-

scribed in section 1 of this 2023 Act, the Oregon State University Ex-

tension Service and the Oregon State University Agricultural

Experiment Station may:

“(a) Support the acquisition and maintenance of equipment neces-

sary for the collection of weather data, climate data and data related

to agricultural water use and management, including equipment that

measures or monitors water supply, water diversions, water use and

evapotranspiration. Equipment may include, but need not be limited

to:

“(A) AgriMet weather stations;

“(B) Other weather stations;

“(C) Eddy covariance stations;

“(D) Lysimeters;

“(E) Stream gauges;

“(F) Soil moisture meters; and

“(G) Water use measuring devices.

“(b) Form partnerships with agricultural producers to site data

collection equipment and use the data collected in on-farm manage-

ment practices, with preference given to producers that agree to de-

velop on-farm demonstration projects, as described in section 1 (3) of

this 2023 Act.

“(c) Form partnerships and enter into cost-sharing agreements with

institutions capable of maintaining data collection equipment and

processing data, including, but not limited to, the United States

Geological Survey, the United States Bureau of Reclamation, the Na-
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tural Resources Conservation Service of the United States Department

of Agriculture, the National Weather Service of the National Oceanic

and Atmospheric Administration, the State Department of Agricul-

ture, the Water Resources Department, the State Department of Fish

and Wildlife, the Department of Environmental Quality, the Oregon

Watershed Enhancement Board, the Oregon Climate Service and soil

and water conservation districts.

“(d) Convene statewide or region-specific advisory groups or work-

ing groups to advise on any aspect of the program.

“(2) All data collected under subsection (1) of this section using

public funds must be made publicly available.

“(3) In establishing and maintaining the voluntary demonstration

network described in section 1 (3) of this 2023 Act, the Oregon State

University Extension Service and the Oregon State University Agri-

cultural Experiment Station:

“(a) May receive and expend funds from any source to:

“(A) Design and implement demonstration projects under section 1

(3) of this 2023 Act; or

“(B) Provide stipends to agricultural producers participating in the

voluntary demonstration network described in section 1 (3) of this 2023

Act for time, equipment and related expenses.

“(b) Shall prioritize projects that have the potential to increase

drought resiliency and provide quantifiable water quantity and quality

benefits to other in-stream and out-of-stream water users or uses.

“SECTION 3. (1) The Oregon State University Extension Service and

the Oregon State University Agricultural Experiment Station shall

jointly:

“(a) Prepare an annual report describing climate-related impacts

on agricultural producers, including, but not limited to, flood and

drought impacts, and recommendations to increase agricultural
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“(b) Submit the report in the manner provided by ORS 192.245 to the

interim committees of the Legislative Assembly related to agriculture

no later than September 15 of each year.

“(2) The Oregon State University Extension Service and the Oregon

State University Agricultural Experiment Station shall jointly report

on the progress of the technical assistance program established under

section 1 of this 2023 Act in the manner provided by ORS 192.245 to the

interim committees of the Legislative Assembly related to agriculture

no later than September 15 of each even-numbered year.”.
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