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SB 597 STAFF MEASURE SUMMARY Carrier: Rep. Kropf

House Committee On Judiciary

Action Date: 04/25/23
Action: Do Pass.

Vote: 10-0-0-0
Yeas: 10 - Andersen, Bynum, Chaichi, Conrad, Kropf, Lewis, Morgan, Reynolds, Tran, Wallan

Fiscal: Has minimal fiscal impact
Revenue: No revenue impact

Prepared By: Patricia Pascone, LPRO Analyst
Meeting Dates: 4/19, 4/25

WHAT THE MEASURE DOES:
Requires law enforcement agencies to submit data annually to the Criminal Justice Commission regarding 
nonimmigrant visa certification requests received, denied, or pending for qualifying crime victims who are helpful
to law enforcement investigations or prosecutions. Requires that agencies who receive no certification requests
also report that information. Sunsets January 2, 2027. Takes effect on 91st day following adjournment sine die. 

ISSUES DISCUSSED:
 Participation in program has been increasing
 Whether new sunset date will be sufficient 
 Current usage data informs outreach efforts with goal of uniformity in application
 Federal grant to help train law enforcement and service providers in rural areas
 Nongovernmental entities assist with informing trafficking victims
 Labor trafficking is one of the qualifying crimes for any age, including minors

EFFECT OF AMENDMENT:
No amendment.

BACKGROUND:
The U-visa is a nonimmigrant visa granted to a victim of qualifying criminal activity who is helpful to law
enforcement in the investigation or prosecution of the crime. Senate Bill 962 (2019) defined the certification
request process and criteria in Oregon. SB 962 further required all certifying agencies to provide reports on U-visa
requests to the Criminal Justice Commission (CJC), beginning June 1, 2021, and continuing annually, including
information about numbers of certification requests received, denied, and pending. The CJC then reports the
information to the Legislative Assembly, including identification of any agencies that did not submit a required
report to the CJC. A sunset provision ended the reporting requirement on January 2, 2023.

The CJC delivered its first report on January 6, 2022, regarding certifications issued or denied in 2020. The report
identified eight county District Attorney offices and 61 county and local law enforcement agencies that submitted
no data. The report stated that the CJC made contact with each but was unable to confirm whether those
certifying agencies failed to report on requested certifications or did not submit data because they received zero
certification requests.

Senate Bill 597 reinstates the obligation that U-visa certifying agencies submit data to the Criminal Justice
Commission about certification requests received, and requires that agencies specifically report they received no
requests if applicable.


