82nd Oregon Legislative Assembly — 2023 Regular Session

SB 885 STAFF MEASURE SUMMARY

Senate Committee On Education

Action Date: 04/04/23
Action: Do pass and refer to Ways and Means by prior reference.
Vote: 6-1-0-0
Yeas: 6 - Anderson, Dembrow, Frederick, Gelser Blouin, President Wagner, Weber
Nays: 1 - Robinson
Fiscal: Fiscal impactissued
Revenue: No revenue impact
Prepared By: Ellen O'Brien, LPRO Analyst
Meeting Dates: 3/30, 4/4

WHAT THE MEASURE DOES:

Appropriates $205,000 General Fund to State Library of Oregon (SLO) to hire consultant to help libraries apply for
federal moneys to provide broadband access. Appropriates $750,000 General Fund to SLO for deposit in
Connecting Oregon Libraries Fund.

ISSUES DISCUSSED:
e leveraging federal funding
e Libraries' ability to expand broadband access within communities

EFFECT OF AMENDMENT:
No amendment.

BACKGROUND:

The federal E-Rate program, administered by the Federal Communications Commission, helps schools and
libraries obtain affordable broadband. The State Library of Oregon (SLO) publishes information about the
program, eligibility for participation, and the application process. House Bill 4092 (2022) created the Connecting
Oregon Libraries Fund as part of a telecommunications omnibus. Moneys in the fund are appropriated to the
State Library of Oregon to match federal dollars received by libraries to provide broadband access.

Senate Bill 885 appropriates $205,000 from the General Fund to the State Library of Oregon to hire a consultant
to help libraries apply for federal moneys to provide broadband access, and appropriates $750,000 from the
General Fund to the Connecting Oregon Libraries Fund to match federal dollars received by libraries to provide
broadband access.

This summary has not been adopted or officially endorsed by action of the committee. lof1l


https://www.fcc.gov/general/e-rate-schools-libraries-usf-program
https://www.oregon.gov/library/libraries/Pages/Erate.aspx

