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Children need quality care

“In high doses, [stress] affects brain 
development, the immune system, 
hormonal systems, and even the way 
our DNA is read and  transcribed. 
Folks who are exposed in very high 
doses have triple the lifetime risk of 
heart disease and lung cancer and a 
20 year difference in life expectancy.” 

-Dr. Nadine Burke-Harris 



Parents need care to work

Source: Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis



Women especially need care

Source: OCED.Stat Labor Force Statistics



Quality, 
affordable 
care 
supports 
business and 
strengthens 
the economy

● When employees have stable access to child care, employee absences can 
decrease by 30% and job turnover can decline by 60%. (US Chamber)

● Oregon businesses name lack of child care as a top barrier to hiring. 



Child care sector is an employer, too
12,220 Number of people working in Early Learning & Care in 
Oregon

$12.46 2019 Median Hourly Wage for a child care worker in 
Oregon

A skilled workforce improves outcomes for children and 
retention of staff

-116k Child care jobs lost nationally since Feb 2020

89% Percentage of child care jobs today compared to Feb 2020

Source: Center for the Study of Child Care Employment

https://cscce.berkeley.edu/publications/brief/child-care-sector-jobs-bls-analysis/




Early Childhood 
Coalition Priorities

Visit Oregon’s Early 
Childhood Coalition and 
resources webpage

https://childinst.org/ecc/
https://childinst.org/ecc_resources/
https://childinst.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/02-02-23_ECC-2023-Leg.-Agenda.pdf
https://childinst.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/1-20-23_Policy-Option-Packages-POPs.pdf


Workforce

● HB 2991: Increase equitable & accessible workforce pathways 
($300,000)**
○ 4/3, Passed House Early Childhood 6-4

● HB 5013: Increase compensation ($66.8 million, POP 101)

● HB 5025: Early Childhood Scholarships ($5.2 million, POP 302)

Early Childhood Bill Tracker
** indicates ECC priority

https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Measures/Overview/HB2991
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Measures/Overview/HB5013
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Measures/Overview/HB5025
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/u/0/d/1VOmevspjGBYQfZS_5XyMvsDE_A7BcnKxbBSAXm005jY/edit


Early 
childhood 
facilities
support 
brain 
development



Facilities

● HB 3005: Child Care Infrastructure Fund ($100 million + $10 m TA)**
○ 4/3, passed House Early Childhood 9-1

● HB 2727: review zoning, building code, permitting barriers ($220,000) 
○ 3/20, passed House Early Childhood 10-0

● SB 1040: Pilot child care “micro-centers” rural Oregon ($225,000)
○ 3/23, passed Senate Labor & Business 5-0

● HB 2717: licensure pathway for outdoor preschools ($65,000)
○ 3/29, passed House Early Childhood 6-4

● SB 5511: Co-location of housing & child care ($20 million, POP 114)

Early Childhood Bill Tracker
** indicates ECC priority

https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Measures/Overview/HB3005
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Measures/Overview/HB2727
https://childinst.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/1-20-23_Policy-Option-Packages-POPs.pdf
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Measures/Overview/SB1040
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Downloads/MeasureAnalysisDocument/76241
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Measures/Overview/HB2717
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Downloads/CommitteeMeetingDocument/266745
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Measures/Overview/SB5511
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/u/0/d/1VOmevspjGBYQfZS_5XyMvsDE_A7BcnKxbBSAXm005jY/edit


Access to Quality, Affordable Care



Access to Quality, Affordable Care

● HB 2683: Expand eligibility for child care subsidy to child welfare (2025) and 
houseless, teen parent, domestic violence (2027) ($5 million*)

○ 4/3: Passed House Rules 7-0

● HB 3027: Study creation of child care navigators through community based 
organizations ($193,000)
○ 3/22: Passed House Early Childhood 7-3

● SB 575: Students with Disabilities Success Plan (TBD)
○ 4/3: passed Senate Education 6-1

● HB 5013: Department of Early Learning & Care Budget
○ Early Childhood Equity Fund ($10 million for 1100+ children, wages)**
○ Invest in child care subsidy (up to $250 million, POP 102) 
○ Relief Nurseries ($21 million for 855 children, wages & cost increases)
○ Healthy Families Oregon ($15 million for Lincoln Co, wages, database)

https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Measures/Overview/HB2683
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Downloads/MeasureAnalysisDocument/78675
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Downloads/MeasureAnalysisDocument/76210
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Downloads/MeasureAnalysisDocument/76210
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Measures/Overview/SB575
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Downloads/MeasureAnalysisDocument/77650
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Measures/Overview/HB5013


Early Health

● SB 5525: Oregon Health Authority Budget
○ Nurse Family Partnership stability & expansion ($8 million)
○ Create an office of child health (POP 442, $1 million)
○ Universally Offered Home Visits (POP 425, $6 million)
○ Early Periodic Detection, Screening, & Treatment (POP 414, $1.5 

million)

https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Measures/Overview/SB5525


Early Literacy

● HB 3198: Early Literacy Success Initiative ($120 million+)
○ Early Literacy Success School Grant (prek-3rd) ($100 million+)
○ Birth Through Five Literacy Plan ($10 million)
○ Early Literacy Success Community Grant ($10 million)

● HB 2872: Imagination Library ($1.7 million)
○ 3/29: passed House Early Childhood 10-0

https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Measures/Overview/HB3198
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Measures/Overview/HB2872
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Downloads/CommitteeMeetingDocument/267038


Basic Needs

● HB 3235: Oregon Kids Credit (-8 amendment, $50 million/year)
○ 3/29: passed House Early Childhood 10-0

● SB 610: Food for All (TBD)
○ 4/3: passed Senate Human Services 4-1

https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Measures/Overview/HB3235
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Measures/Overview/SB610
https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2023R1/Downloads/MeasureAnalysisDocument/77402


Governor’s Recommended Budget

Early Childhood Highlights, across agencies
● $62.5 million for Early Learning Programs (DELC)
● $41.3 million for child care subsidy (DELC)
● $115 million for early childhood facilities infrastructure 

■ $110 million (Business Oregon)
■ $5 million for co-location with affordable housing (OHCS)

● $6 million for early childhood special education (ODE)*
● $5.2 million for early learning educator scholarships (HECC)
● $6 million for universally offered home visits (OHA)



Governor’s Recommended Budget
Investment Area Proposed Investment Governor’s Recommended Budget

Early Learning 

Programs

$210 million 

Expansion, Improvement, Enhancement

$62.5 million

Improvement

Child Care 

Subsidy

$250 million

Expansion, Improvement, Recruitment

$41.3 million

Improvement, Recruitment

Facilities Fund $100 million $115 million 

Universal Home 

Visits

$6 million $6 million

Governor’s Budget Summary

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IrvfqlHNocEUlIlFUglzx8k42YkWDpEwktV7kiRBNmc/edit


Thank you!
Dana Hepper, Director of Policy & Advocacy

dana@childinst.org

Visit childinst.org to get our latest news 
in your inbox!

Connect with us on social media

@childrensinst @childinst Children’s Institute

mailto:dana@childinst.org

