
Pacific Northwest 
Economic Region

Global Challenges | Regional Solutions



About PNWER

PNWER is a public-private partnership chartered by the 

states of Alaska, Idaho, Montana, Oregon, and Washington; 

the western Canadian provinces of Alberta, British 

Columbia, and Saskatchewan; and Yukon and Northwest 

Territories. 

PNWER is recognized by the federal governments as the 

model for regional and bi-national cooperation because of 

its proven success. It is the leading forum where people in 

the policy world and business world come together to 

determine solutions to regional challenges

Promoting Greater Regional Collaboration



Oregon Appointed Delegates to PNWER

● Sen. Lew Frederick – Lead Delegate, Senate Majority
● Sen. Bill Hansell - Senate Minority

● Rep. Ken Helm – House Majority

● Rep. Shelly Boshart Davis – House Minority 

● Sen. David Brock Smith – Alternate, Senate Minority 





Legislative Energy Horizon Institute (LEHI) is designed to educate state and provincial legislators and 
policymakers on the North American energy infrastructure and delivery system. The Institute's 
comprehensive curriculum helps policymakers understand how energy systems and infrastructure 
work, how energy infrastructure is built and financed, and the regulation and market impacts on energy 
infrastructure.  

● The Legislative Energy Horizon Institute (LEHI) is designed to educate state and provincial 
legislators and policymakers on the North American energy infrastructure and delivery system. 
The Institute's comprehensive curriculum helps policymakers understand how energy systems 
and infrastructure work, how energy infrastructure is built and financed, and the regulation and 
market impacts on energy infrastructure.  

● Major Partners – Include PNWER, Dept. of Energy, National Conference of State Legislatures, 
and University of Idaho. 

● Growing Partnerships - National Governors Association partnered with LEHI starting in 2021 to 
send 5 governor’s advisors each year

● Participant Feedback - LEHI curriculum undergoes extensive evaluation process by LEHI 
Participants on knowledge gain, speaker quality, and topic saliency. Participants gave the 2022 
LEHI sessions a 4.9 out of 5.0 overall rating



Legislative Energy Horizon Institute 

● Since inaugural class in 2009, over 350+ LEHI alumni 

○ Graduates from 42 States (4 new states in 2022), 5 
Canadian Provinces/Territories, D.C., and Puerto Rico

○ 147 LEHI graduates still actively serving in legislatures 

○ 45+ LEHI graduates currently serving as chair or vice-
chair of energy or environment committee in their 
legislature

● Graduates receive Certificate in Energy Policy Planning after 
completing 60 hr program

● 2022 LEHI Cohort included 40 legislators and policymakers 
from 27 US and Canadian jurisdictions – most geographically 
diverse class yet

● 33 Oregon legislators have graduated from LEHI ($260,000+ 
in LEHI scholarships awarded to OR legislators)

Sen. DeAndrea Salvador (NC) at the 2022 
Graduation

LEHI Classroom Session in D.C.



2022 Richland and DC Session Evaluations



Oregon LEHI Alumni



2023 LEHI Cohort

Apply at bit.ly/lehi2023apply

Application deadline for 2023 extended to 
May 15. Cohort will be selected by June 1. 

Tuition and travel and accommodations 
scholarships available to Oregon legislators

2023 Dates:

● LEHI Session 1: July 7-11 at Pacific 
Nortwest National Laboratory  in 
Richland, WA

● LEHI Session 2: October 11-14 in 
Washington, D.C.

More info at www.lehi.institute or email 
nate.weigel@pnwer.org

Interactive utility capacity planning 
simulation by NARUC

Sen. David Brock Smith, 2022 Graduate

Sen. Janeen Sollman, 2021 
Graduate



2022 LEHI Graduating Class

The LEHI graduating class at the Graduation Ceremony at the Embassy of Canada to the U.S. in Washington, 
D.C.





Contact

Matt Morrison
Executive Director, PNWER
matt.morrison@pnwer.org

Nate Weigel
Program Manager, PNWER
nate.weigel@pnwer.org


