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HB 2996 (Dental Assistant Radiological Proficiency): Addresses issues within the dental assistant 
workforce by removing the costly written requirement for dental assistants seeking radiological proficiency 
to allow more individuals to fill this much-needed role within dental offices.

HB 3223 (Dental Assistant Certification - Written Exam Removal): Addresses issues within the dental 
assistant workforce by removing the costly written requirement for all types of dental assistants seeking 
certification in Oregon to help get more auxiliary dental staff working within the full scope of their abilities. 

For reference, Oregon recognizes several different types of dental assistants:

● general dental assistants
● expanded function dental assistants (EFDA)
● expanded function dental assistants with restorative functions certificate
● expanded function orthodontic dental assistants (EFODA)
● expanded function preventative dental assistants (EFPDA)
● dental assistants with radiological proficiency
● anesthesia dental assistants
● anesthesia monitor assistants
● anesthesia dental assistant with IV therapy certification

HB 2996 & HB 3223 Dental Assistant Certification and Workforce Bills



Current Oregon Rules

•Dental assistants must complete a course of 
instruction for radiologic proficiency.

•Dentists and dental hygienist are attest that 
dental assistants are proficient at taking 
radiographs. 

•Dental assistants coming from another state 
must obtain verification of competence from a 
licensed dentist of having been employed for at 
least 1,000 hours (outside the state of Oregon) in 
the past two years as a dental assistant taking 
radiographs.

•13 other states don’t require a radiologic 
proficiency certificate (Washington, Idaho, Alaska, 
New York, etc.)

(for radiological proficiency)



Dentists are already providing training and attesting that assistants have completed the clinical 
requirements (for expanded function dental assistants), let’s make this hands-on training standard.

Alternative Pathways to Certification 
(expanded functions)



Dental X-rays

• Single chest x-ray: 0.02 millisieverts (mSv) (2 
mrem)

• Dental x-ray (four bitewings): 0.005 mSv (0.5 
mrem)

• Panoramic x-ray: 0.026 mSv (26mrem)

• Cone-Beam Computed Tomography (CBCT): 
0.011-1.073mSv (1.1mrem-107.3 mrem)

• Trans-Atlantic Flight (2.5 mrem)

• Mammogram (four images): 0.13 mSv (13 mrem)

• 620 mrem a year 

• 310 mrem from Cosmic and Terrestrial sources.



Oregon Health Authority 

• Lead aprons can be used as a precautionary 
measure if a facility chooses to use them for 
adult patients.

• Radiation Protection Services: Lead apron for 
pregnant patients.

• Individuals who want to remain in the room for 
during exposure

• Thyroid collars required for pediatric patients.



How common are 
head and neck 
cancers?

•Alcohol and tobacco are major risk factors for cancers 
of the head and neck. 

•About 70% of cancers in the oropharynx (which 
includes the tonsils, soft palate, and base of the tongue) 
are linked to human papillomavirus (HPV), a common 
sexually transmitted virus.

•Thyroid cancer is linked with a number of inherited 
conditions, but the exact cause of most thyroid cancers is 
not yet known.

In 2022, 1,918,030 New Cancer Diagnosis Occurred

Thyroid Cancers accounted for 2.2 %

https://www.cdc.gov/cancer/alcohol/
https://www.cdc.gov/cancer/tobacco/
https://www.cdc.gov/cancer/hpv/basic_info/hpv_oropharyngeal.htm


Examination Fees (examples)



Radiation Health and Safety 
Exam Test Results

National Pass Rates:
● 2019-2020: 69%
● 2020-2021: 63%

Oregon Pass Rates:
● 2019: 71% 
● 2020: 74% 
● 2021: 68%

ADA’s Council on Dental 
Education and Licensure (CDEL)

DANB Testing Results

https://www.danb.org/exams/exam/rhs-exam
https://www.danb.org/exams/exam/rhs-exam


Barriers to the Workforce & Access to Care 

6 Testing Centers or Proctored OnlineSites that Offer Courses (CODA Accredited)

Many areas of the state still don’t have access to 
broadband. And some individuals still don’t have access 

to computers and cameras to access the online 
proctored test.



Warning: Graphic Dental Picture Ahead



Lack of Dental Assistants is causing access to 
care issues and poor outcomes for patients



It Takes a 
Village


