
 TO: Co-Chair Frederick, Co-Chair McLain, & Members of the Joint Subcommi�ee On Ways and Means 
 On Educa�on 
 DATE: Feb 13, 2023

 FROM: Kai Turner, Assistant Superintendent Office of Finance & Informa�on Technology 
 RE: Ques�on posed to Youth Development Division on Day 2 of the Oregon Department of 
 Educa�on’s Presenta�on 

 Co-Chair Frederick, Co-Chair McLain, and Members of the Joint Subcommi�ee On Ways and Means 
 Subcommi�ee On Educa�on, 

 Thank you so much for the opportunity to provide informa�on about the Ques�on posed to Youth 
 Development Division on Day 2 of the Oregon Department of Educa�on’s Presenta�on. We hope this 
 informa�on provides addi�onal insight and context around youth disconnec�on, and YDD’s work to 
 reengage these youth to educa�on and reconnect them with training and employment. YDD would be 
 please to answer any addi�onal ques�ons about youth disconnec�on or our programs. 

 With gra�tude, 
 Kai Turner 

 Ques�ons & Answers 

 Ques�on: Are there more disconnected Youths in some areas/demographics over others? Is there 
 addi�onal data that can be pulled? 

 Response: 
 Youth disconnec�on has been a cri�cal data point driving YDD’s funding priori�es and providing 
 opportuni�es for youth to reconnect with educa�on and employment has been a focus of many 
 YDD-funded programs. We have paid close a�en�on to the places with the highest numbers and 
 highest rates of disconnec�on. Alongside high school non-comple�on, this data is a strong indicator of 
 the need for YDD workforce and reengagement programs for 16-24 year olds. 



 The communi�es with the highest numbers of disconnected youth are in the state’s urban corridor. 
 Multnomah, Clackamas and Washington Coun�es alone generally account for 1/3 of the disconnected 
 youth in the state. However some less populous communi�es have higher disconnec�on rates – a larger 
 percentage of youth in these places are not connected to school or work. Southwestern Oregon and the 
 Northwest Coast in par�cular have higher disconnec�on rates than the state as a whole, and YDD 
 engaged in direct conversa�on with these and other communi�es experiencing the highest rates of 
 disconnec�on as we developed the Oregon Youth Reengagement System. The Student Success Act 
 directed YDD to create this system and organiza�ons in these areas have received YDD grants to 
 establish and strengthen effec�ve reengagement efforts in their communi�es and regions. 

 The YDD uses American Community Survey (ACS) data to calculate the youth disconnec�on/Opportunity 
 Youth count and rate, as has the prac�ce na�onally since this popula�on became a focus of youth 
 development work in the 2000s. The ACS is a program of the U.S. Census bureau, and data is collected 
 via regular demographic surveys of individuals across the country. Yearly data is very accurate at the 
 state level, while data on specific demographic groups and smaller geographical areas is more 
 accurately calculated using 5-year samples. 

 The county/region and demographic data below uses the 2016-2020 5-Year Sample, as this is the most 
 current reliable es�mate. (Future 5-Year Samples will be�er capture the impact of COVID on 
 disconnec�on at a local level). The tables below show youth disconnec�on by County or PUMA (Public 
 Use Microdata Area, a census region that may include mul�ple coun�es with small popula�ons) in 
 Oregon. 



 The first table ranks PUMAs/coun�es by disconnec�on rate. The regions with disconnec�on rates higher 
 than the overall state rate are shown in bold. 



 The table below ranks PUMAs/coun�es by number of disconnected youth. It should be noted that the 
 top 5 coun�es by number of disconnected youth are home to 30,665 (55%) of the state’s disconnected 
 youth in this es�mate. 



 Using the same 2016-2020 data, here are the disconnec�on counts and rates for Oregon, disaggregated 
 by race. As can be seen from this table, several racial groups experiencing higher disconnec�on rates 
 compared to the overall popula�on, most notably, American Indian and Alaskan Na�ve youth, who 
 have a disconnec�on rate of 18% vs.12% for all youth. 



 Ques�on: 13.6% of youth were disconnected from School and Work in Oregon. Can more historical 
 data be provided? 

 Response: 
 The chart below shows the change in the rate of youth disconnec�on in Oregon from a baseline 
 pre-Great recession, from 2006 through the most recent year for which data is available, 2021. The two 
 events that may be correlated with jumps in disconnec�on, the Great Recession and the COVID-19 
 pandemic, are juxtaposed on the chart. The slow drop in disconnec�on in the early 2010s reflects the 
 tendency for youth employment to recover more slowly post-recession than unemployment rates for 
 adults 25 and older. 



 The table below shows the annual rates and counts of disconnected youth in Oregon since 2006, as well 
 as the change in count per year. The 17% increase in the number of disconnected youth from 2019 to 
 2020 represents the largest increase in the count of disconnected youth since 2009 (following the steep 
 increase in unemployment during Great Recession), and largest single year percentage increase during 
 this 16-year period. 


