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❖ Amtrak Cascades is the 
WORST-performing 
route in the nation

❖ 34% reduction in on-
time performance from 
2013 to 2021

❖ 25% increase in freight 
train length over 10 
years
◦ From 2008 to 2017, freight train 

length increased from 6,000’ to 
7,500’

◦ Length expected to grow

57% On-Time 
(On-Time = 15 minutes or less)

Eugene – Portland Corridor On-Time Performance

2



The Cascadia MegaRegion
Our new “Main Street”

❖ Congestion – WORST in North America
◦ Vancouver, BC – 4th

◦ Seattle – 6th

◦ Portland – 10th

❖ Home to 9.1 million people
◦ 30% Growth (2000 to 2020)

◦ 30% Estimated Growth 2020 to 2040

❖ $662 billion GDP
◦ 25th largest economy in the world

◦ Larger than Switzerland
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51% On-Time 
Portland, Seattle, or Vancouver, BC

(On-Time = 10 minutes or less)
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Washington Legislature
UHSGT
Progress To Date

✓ WSDOT - Business Case Study 

✓ Framework for the Future – WSDOT Financial Strategy

✓ MOU - Governors of WA, OR & Premier of BC

✓Legislature Allocates $150M
• Contingent on $600M FSP 

match
• Contingent on “Meaningful” 

contributions from OR & BC
• Corridor I.D – Current 

application designates as 
Vancouver, BC, to Portland
• Eugene is excluded 

✓ WSDOT - Ultra High‐Speed Ground Transportation Study
2018

2019

2020

2021

2022
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Travel Times by Mode

• Portland to Seattle in 60 
minutes

Speeds up to 250 MPH

• Equivalent of a six-lane 
highway but at 4x the speed

32,000 passengers per 
hour

• Distributed throughout the 
entire region

$355 billion in 
economic activity

• Offsets 6 million metric tons 
of CO2 emissions

All-Electric

• One-third cost of adding one 
lane of highway on I-5 ($108B) $24-42 billion to build

• “High construction costs & light 
ridership, the costs outweigh 
the benefits”

Eugene Excluded

UHSGT
Benefits
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✓ American High Speed Rail Act (not passed)
• Proposed $205 billion over 5 years to rev up the US economy

✓ Infrastructure Investment and Jobs (IIJ) Act
• Approximately $10 billion available for high-speed rail grants

✓ Inflation Reduction Act – Build Back Better
• $370 billion allocated to climate and energy-focused investments

✓ Cascadia High Speed Rail: THIRD HIGHEST PRIORITY
• Project List Discussed with Secretary Buttigieg

2020

2021

2022

2023

Federal High-Speed Rail
Progress To Date
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Oregon
Cascadia High 
Speed Rail

A Bill for an Act:
HB2691

Goals:

1. Funding for Oregon’s portion of the UHSGT must 
include the route from Portland to Eugene.

2. Allocate $XM ($1M placeholder amount) of state 
appropriations provided solely for Federal State Program 
grant opportunities.

A. FSP 4:1 match = $7M per year or $35M for 5 years

B. FSP 9:1 match = $3.5M per year or $17.5M per year

3. Oregon portion of the Cascadia corridor rail planning to 
include:

A. An entire all-electric network providing a one-seat ride from 
Vancouver, BC, to Eugene;

B. Higher speed (125 mph) rail along the dedicated Portland to 
Eugene corridor;

C. Intermediate stops in Salem and Albany;

D. Trip time not to exceed two hours; and

E. Minimum on-time of 95 percent.
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Strong Support for Cascadia High Speed Rail
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“If I could count on the 
train trip being under 
two hours and on-time 
from Eugene to 
Portland, I would never 
fly that route or drive 
on I-5 again.”

Congressman

Peter DeFazio,
U.S. House of Representatives 
Transportation Committee 
Chairman
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