
Higher Education

In Prisons

Paths and Possibilities

Presented by: 
The University of Oregon Prison Education Program



Where we are…
Colleges and Universities across Oregon offer GED and Adult Basic Education, certification 

programs, for-credit college-level classes, and other educational opportunities 

❖The University of Oregon Prison Education 
Program (P.E.P.) has offered credit bearing courses 
at:

❖OSP

❖OSCI

❖CCCF

❖DRCI

❖CRCI

❖Additional educational activities have been provided 
at institutions throughout the state

❖We are also active on campus and in our broader 
community, and have worked with youth from 
Eugene, Salem, Roseburg, Springfield and elsewhere

UO OSP Graduation 2018



UO PEP numbers…
• 65 “Inside-Out” classes (campus/prison blend) with a total of 1,588 students

• Other classes “Inside-Only” courses: 964 students

• Instructors:  31 faculty members

• Courses in Math, Sociology, Political Science, Conflict Resolution, Geography, 

Anthropology, History, Public Policy, Education, English, Chinese Literature, 

Family & Human Services, Philosophy, Russian Literature, Germanic 

Languages, and Psychology 

• Classes at both undergraduate and graduate levels 

• First for-credit course taught entirely in Spanish in 2021



Academics Beyond the Syllabus
Bringing the University Into the Prisons

❖ Common Readings

❖ Writing seminars 

❖ Communication workshops

❖ Speakers and cultural events

❖ Debates 

❖ Club-to-club engagement

❖ Academic advising

❖ Scholarly writing and 

publications

❖ Art Exhibits



Impacts of Higher Ed in Prisons 

❖ Development of personal attributes and skills

❖ Increased confidence

❖ Gain in leadership skills

❖ Positive self-image

❖ Expanded social networks

❖ Development of prosocial bonds to social 

institutions

❖ Improved family relationships

❖ Greater motivation for continued education 

and greater employment prospects post-release

2019 Report “Beyond Recidivism: Positive Outcomes from Higher Education Programs in Prisons,” by 

Pelletier & Evans finds that in addition to reducing recidivism and improving public safety, those 

participating in educational activities while incarcerated benefit from: 





Learning, Engagement, and Activity Packets



Future Directions
❖Statewide East-side/west-side expansion

❖DOC/University-College/VT coordination

❖Inter-institutional/HECC credentialing and support

❖OYA/DOC and DOC/Pre-release and re-entry 
collaborations

❖Institutional support/focus areas: 

• Expand existing programs and facilitate greater collaboration between programs, funding for 

new institutional program development including equity for incarcerated women.

• Collaboration and information sharing of opportunities for various kinds of education: non-

credit, vocational, credit non-degree, and degree-granting opportunities.

• Create a standing educational committee with membership including colleges/universities, the 

HECC, DOC, and re-entry service providers.  

• Address staffing, materials, technology, security, and space needs to accomplish these goals.



Prof. Shaul Cohen

Director, UO Prison Education Program

For additional information, please email or visit the 

University of Oregon Prison Education Program 

website:  https://prisoned.uoregon.edu

email: uoprisoned@uoregon.edu

[ For DOC information contact DOC Education and Training 

Administrator Tracie Hightower

Tracie.L.Hightower@doc.oregon.gov ]
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