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Purpose of Federal Pandemic Relief Funds
Three Federal Goals:
1. Address student needs arising from the COVID-19 pandemic.
2. Address the disproportionate impact of COVID-19 on underrepresented 

student groups (each major racial and ethnic group, children from 
low-income families, children with disabilities, English learners, gender, 
migrant students, students experiencing homelessness, and children and 
youth in foster care).

3. Address unfinished learning through the implementation of evidence-based 
interventions and ensure that those interventions respond to students’ 
social, emotional, and academic needs. (ESSER III)
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Federal Pandemic Relief Funds - National
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Federal Pandemic Relief Funds: Oregon 

$1.62 Billion 
The total amount of federal relief funds Oregon received since 2020 to 
support the needs of all students, with a focus on historically excluded 
communities disproportionately impacted by the pandemic. 

ESSER I ESSER II

$121 million
to be 

expended by 
Sept. 2022

$499 million
to be 

expended by 
Sept. 2023

$1 billion
to be 

expended by 
Sept. 2024 

ESSER III

90%  directly to school districts
10%  State Set Aside
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How School Districts are Using Relief Funds
Online Learning Safe Return to 

In-Person Learning
Addressing Pandemic 

Impacts
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ESSER Fund Reimbursements to Date
The ESSER Expenditure Transparency Dashboard tracks reimbursements 
processed by ODE on a weekly basis. 

Note: Because the dashboard shows completed reimbursements, and districts submit claims on their own timeline, it does 
not reflect the current rate of spending.

https://www.oregon.gov/ode/schools-and-districts/grants/Pages/ESSER-Transparency.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/schools-and-districts/grants/Pages/ESSER-Transparency.aspx#:~:text=The%20ESSER%20Expenditure%20Transparency%20Dashboard,three%20rounds%20of%20ESSER%20funding.


How ESSER III Funds Can be Spent

ESSER III District Spending Requirements:
• 20% on learning loss - evidence-based interventions, social-emotional 

learning, focus on specific student groups (ELL, SPED, homeless, foster, 
migrant). 

• 80% on accelerating learning, mental health & wellness - literacy, 
health and safety, facilities, maintenance, planning/communication. 

• Engagement is required.

ESSER III State Set-Aside Spending Requirements:
5% on learning loss   1% summer enrichment   1% after school
0.5% on administration    2.5% on other state identified uses
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Career & Technical Education Pathways 

CTE Natural Resources-Forestry students from 

Springfield HS with equipment purchased with 

ESSER funds.

“We need high school to be 
relevant, engaging, and 

someplace students want to be.” 
Springfield School District High School Director Mindy 

LeRoux

“The infusion of additional dollars allows us to think beyond 

day-to-day operations. CTE classes are some of our most 

popular.” 
Coquille School District Director of CTE, Tony Jones

• ESSER funds provide Springfield’s CTE program additional 

capacity to secure vehicle lifts for their expanded 

Automotive Technology (which now can include diesel 

engines) and a portable sawmill for the Natural 

Resources/Forestry program.

• Springfield School District provides more than 13 CTE 

pathways that offer more than 100 different classes for 

students. 
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Engaging Students in Music Programs

“We allocated over $127,000 of ESSER funds to provide new 

instruments for students, repair instruments in poor condition, 

and make other improvements that would help grow our music 

program and broaden the horizons of our students. Our 

enhanced music program, which will impact students for 

decades to come, is a powerful example of utilizing ESSER 

funds to change the narrative in our district while expanding 

equity for all students.”

Winston-Dillard School District Superintendent, Kimberly Kellison
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ESSER III: State Set Aside
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Learn from 
Comprehensive Distance 
Learning in 2020-21. 
Improve upon and apply 
best practices to online 
programs offered in 
2021-22 and beyond.

Extend the learning day and 
year. Provide before and after 
school enrichment and 
learning activities. Collaborate 
with tribes and community 
based organizations 
(especially culturally specific 
organizations).

Students who are transitioning from 
one community to another or to a new 
school (kindergarten, 6th, & 9th 
grades) need to feel support and 
belonging to overcome fear and 
isolation.

Help students prepare for next steps after high 
school by ensuring they are completing 
financial aid forms, have access to higher 
education application and enrollment 
processes, and workforce preparation.

Support students and staff with 
culturally responsive 
trauma-informed care, social 
emotional learning (SEL), racial 
equity and anti-racist 
approaches, and a strengths- 
focused multi-tiered system of 
support.

Center student learning that 
builds on strengths, addresses 
needs, provides active 
engagement, and is culturally 
responsive and developmentally 
appropriate.

The disproportionate and severe impact of 
the pandemic and our response on students 
and families must be recognized, we must 
afford every student
a full academic learning experience without 
restriction as they regain their learning 
stride.

Implement programs to enroll all 
students and regularly engage families, 
especially those who have not had 
access or have not been attending.

Oregon Invests & Envisions Equity in Education

Centering 
Equity

Every student benefits when we 
center equity for students of 
color, experiencing disability, 

tribal members, emerging 
multilingual, navigating poverty, 
houselessness, foster care, and 
non-dominant gender identity 

and sexual orientation.

Prepare for 
Next Steps 
After High 

School

Safeguard 
Student 

Opportunity

Refine Digital 
Learning

Make 
Unfinished 
Learning a 

Priority

Serve 
Students in 
Transition

Create Access 
To 

Well-Rounded 
Education 

Provide 
Mental, & 

Social, 
Emotional 

Health

Create 
Equitable 
Access to 
Education

Prioritize 
Health & Safety 

For All Communities 

During the pandemic, 
health and safety 

protocols were instituted 
that must remain a top 
priority to prevent and 
respond to any further 

public health crises. 
Facility and public health 

protocols as well as 
targeted professional 

learning must continue in 
a purposeful way.

We must recommit to 
creating schools that are 
welcoming to each and 
every student we serve. 

Vigilance against hate and 
violence keeps our 

schools safe. 
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Overview of Set-Aside Investments in Oregon
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ODE reserved approximately $112 million to support 
12 equity-driven, statewide initiatives designed to:

• Address unfinished learning as part of a responsive 
system grounded in equity, meeting students where 
they are and accelerating their learning by building 
on strengths and addressing needs.

• Prioritize health, safety, wellness, and connection 
for all communities. 

• Strengthen high-quality, culturally sustaining, and 
revitalizing instruction, leadership, and 
programming.
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Developed in response to priorities identified by Oregonians & 
designed to meet the needs of Oregon’s diverse student 
population.

Read more about each investment here!

12 Equity-Driven Initiatives

https://www.oregon.gov/ode/schools-and-districts/grants/SiteAssets/Pages/ESSER-III-Additional-Resources/General%20Version_ODE_ESSER%20III-Set-Aside%20Investment%20Project_2022%20v14%20%282%29.pdf
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Jump Start Kindergarten!
Nearly 1,500 Oregon Preschool Kids Were Ready to 

Spring into Learning 

 One Lincoln County School District parent shared, 

"My child felt welcomed. He felt confident about his 

first experience with public school!”

“Our teachers here say 

Kinder Jump Start's 

implementation has 

positively impacted 

kinder readiness while 

dovetailing nicely with 

our renewed focus on 

family engagement.” 
Superintendent Tiffanie Lambert of 

Phoenix-Talent School District.
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Thank you!

Students in Medford School District gather for Family Night, funded by ESSER.


