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Although we continue to call ourselves Specialty Courts, in reality, there’s nothing “special” about what 
we do anymore.  The work of meaningfully trying to divert participants from the court system is now 
business as usual for most judicial districts in Oregon and indeed, around the country. 

The notion, then, of these courts not being part of CSL and instead needing to request grant funding 
every other year seems unnecessary once a court is established and has proven its concept. 

Funding at CSL, instead of requiring grants, gives all systems partners assurances that the program will 
not be at risk of termination and can help those system partners meaningfully invest their own time and 
resources into a particular court. 

A “new” specialty court probably should have to go through two grant funding cycles to prove its 
concept, and then once the early results show the concept is working, we can switch over to the 
accreditation model that has been discussed in our task force meetings.   

If Grant Funding remains the only way to fund our courts, then we need to figure out a way to 
meaningfully meld the grant process with the accreditation process: either by requiring only one on 
opposite years, or by making them the same process altogether.

Enforcement:
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