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• 501(c)(3) not-for-profit

• Develops and publishes three 

minimum standards 

• New work

• Scalable

• Risk-based

• Various supporting resources

• Updated code every 4 years

• Manages a national, public 

consensus process to consider 

revisions
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43 states have 

adopted some 

edition of 

the Guidelines.

Adoption by 

reference, typically 

by licensing 

agencies.
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• Hospital
• Institutional and Emergency

• Outpatient  
• Behavioral Health Crisis units

• Freestanding BH clinic

• Residential  
• Full spectrum of care

• Focus on setting

• All rooted in multidisciplinary 

risk assessments



Environmental Safety Risk Assessment - Methodology

Level I: Areas where patients are not allowed.

Level II: Areas behind self-closing and self-locking doors where patients are 

highly supervised and not left alone, such as counseling rooms, activity 

rooms, interview rooms, group rooms as well as corridors that do not 

contain objects that patients can use for climbing and where staff are 

regularly present.

Level III: Areas that are not behind self-closing and self-locking doors where 

patients may spend time with minimal supervision, such as lounges, day 

rooms and corridors where staff are not regularly present. Open nurse 

stations should be considered under this Level

Level IV: Areas where patients spend a great deal of time alone with 

minimal or no supervision, such as patient rooms (semi-private and private) 

and patient toilets.

Level V: Areas where staff interact with newly admitted patients who 

present potential unknown risks or where patients may be in highly agitated 

condition. Due to these conditions, these areas fall outside the parameters 

of the risk map and require special considerations for patient (and staff) 

safety. Such areas include seclusion rooms and admission rooms.

Source:  Behavioral Health Design Guide, 2024 Edition 

Lead Author:  Kimberly McMurray

Emeritus Authors:  James Hunt and David Sine



1st Edition 2003 (21-Years)

Behavioral Health Design Guide, 2024 Edition  www.bhfcllc.com

Behavioral Health Design Guide – 2024 Edition



FGI – Guidelines for the Design and Construction of 

Hospitals, Outpatient and Residential Facilities 

2022 Edition

www.fgiguidelines.org
Behavioral Health Design Guide

January 2024 Edition

www.bhfcllc.com

Translating Safety Risk Assessment into Design

2022 Edition – States are Adopting 

2026 Public Comments Ended 9-30-24



Translating Safety Risk Assessment into Design – Across BMH Continuum 

The data on state adoption that FGI had as of August 21, 2024, 

can be summarized as follows:

• 43 states have adopted some edition of the Guidelines (this 

includes Wisconsin, which has adopted only the HVAC 

requirements).

• 16 states (NV, NM, MN, OH, PA, WV, VA, NC, SC, GA, FL, VT, NH, 

CT, JN, DE) that adopt the Guidelines permit use of a more recent 

edition than that adopted in some instances.

• 3 states do not adopt but allow use of the Guidelines as an 

alternate path to compliance in some instances.

• 4 states do not use the Guidelines in any official 

capacity, although most of these appear to use the documents 

for reference.

• 2022 Edition – 16 States have adopted as of August 21, 2024

Regulatory & Accreditation - The Joint Commission recognizes 

the latest edition of the Facility Guidelines Institute (FGI) 

Guidelines for Design and Construction of Hospitals for new 

construction and renovation.

Oregon – 2018 Edition
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