
 

 

September 27, 2024 
 
Joint Committee On Transportation 
900 Court St. NE 
Salem, Oregon 97301 
 
Re: State Transportation Conversations Across Rural and Urban Communities for 2025 
Package 
 
Dear Co-Chairs Gorsek and McLain and Members of the Joint Committee on 
Transportation,  
  
My name is Colin Reynolds, and I am the Senior Advisor to the Northwest Program at 
Defenders of Wildlife (“Defenders”). Defenders is a national conservation organization 
dedicated to the protection of all native animals and plants in their natural communities, 
with over 48,000 members and supporters in Oregon. On behalf of Defenders, I urge the 
Joint Committee on Transportation to fund the Oregon Department of Transportation 
(“ODOT”) at the recommended level of $5 million per year in the 2025 transportation 
package for wildlife crossing construction.i 
  
Wildlife-vehicle collisions (“WVC”) are a significant safety problem on Oregon roadways. 
As explained in ODOT’s July 2024 “Transportation Funding Needs” document, each year 
“there are over 7,000 [WVCs] in Oregon” involving deer and elk,ii and “on average, four 
people die, and 521 people are seriously injured in those collisions.”iii Outside of the direct 
danger to drivers and passengers, the cost of WVC is significant. Some of the newest 
research shows that WVC-related vehicle damage, medical expenses, and the lost hunting 
value of the deceased animal involved brings the average cost of a deer collision, in 2020 
figures, to $19,089, and the average cost of an elk collision is $73,196.iv Using ODOT’s 2022 
WVC data, the total cost of elk and deer WVC in Oregon is above $100 million.v 
Unfortunately, the number of WVCs that actually occur in Oregon is likely much higher in 
reality, as multiple studies conclude that half or two-thirds of WVCs involving large 
mammals go unreported.vi  
 
Luckily, WVCs and their associated costs can be reduced through properly sited wildlife 
crossings, such as a bridge or tunnel that allows animals to safely cross, with associated 
fencing. For example, the Highway 97 undercrossings south of Bend reduced WVCs in the 
area by more than 90%.vii Decreased collisions equate to decreased costs, and ODFW 
expects these crossings to pay for themselves in just 10 to 12 years.viii With the lifespan of a 
crossing estimated at 50 to 75 years, the project should continue to pay dividends well into 
the future.ix Due to all these factors, ODFW called the Highway 97 crossings “an obvious 
win for both wildlife and the traveling public.”x  
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Providing state funds for this work is also incredibly timely, given the influx of federal dollars 
available for wildlife crossing and habitat connectivity projects that require non-federal 
matching dollars. For example, the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act created over a 
dozen grant programs that can pay for wildlife crossing infrastructure projects.xi In 2019, the 
Oregon Legislature passed HB 2834 to reduce WVC. In this bill, ODOT was given the 
responsibility to reduce WVC through means such as wildlife crossings and associated 
fencing, yet, per the Transportation Report, ODOT has never received the funding to carry 
out this responsibility.xii Additional funding would also allow ODOT to better assist the 
several citizen-led groups throughout Oregon who are attempting to raise sufficient funding 
to construct wildlife crossings.xiii 
  
Wildlife crossings also benefit wildlife, big and small. At one of the Highway 97 
undercrossings south of Bend, ODFW observed 29 species use the crossing, including 
bobcats, badgers, squirrels, alongside deer and elk.xiv At the proposed wildlife crossings in 
Oregon advocated by citizen-led groups, the crossings would benefit imperiled mule deer, 
and several species listed as Threatened and Endangered on the Federal Endangered 
Species Act.  
 
Wildlife crossings are a non-controversial solution to a serious problem. Western states, 
regardless of Democratic or Republican leadership, have all embraced crossings. For 
example, Utah has over 50 crossings,xv and Colorado has over 40.xvi Among states bordering 
the Pacific, Washington has over 20 crossingsxvii and California has over 50,xviii while Oregon, 
has just 5 completed undercrossings.xix It should be no surprise that according to data 
released by State Farm on September 24, 2024, Oregon drivers have the greatest likelihood 
to collide with an animal as compared to drivers in California and Washington.xx As 
estimated by ODOT in the “Transportation Funding Needs” document, “an investment of $5 
million per year would enable the construction of an additional 20 wildlife fencing and 
structure projects over the next 30 years.”xxi 
 
We respectfully request that the Joint Committee on Transportation fund ODOT at the 
recommended amount of $5 million per year. Doing so would allow ODOT to accomplish 
the goal of reducing WVC, set forth by HB 2834, and address an issue of significant safety 
concern to all drivers that has a proven and cost-effective solution. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of this important issue. 
 

Sincerely,  
 
 

 
Colin Reynolds 

 
Senior Advisor, Northwest Program 
Defenders of Wildlife
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