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How does OSA’s Issue-Choosing Process work?



Issue Choosing Process
Every two years, the Oregon Student 
Association (OSA) engages in a legislative 
issue choosing process that asks students to 
identify student issues and their potential 
legislative solutions. 

The OSA Issue Choosing Process spans 
three phases over our two-year legislative 
cycle, and includes the OSA Statewide 
Student Survey.
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PHASE 01: Issue Brief Open Submission Period

The initial phase of the OSA Issue Choosing Process 
involves an open submission period for OSA Issue Briefs. 
OSA accepted issue briefs from students from October 2023 
- January 2024.

Students engaged in the process had the flexibility to work 
on issue briefs independently or collaboratively as teams. 
Opportunities for cross-campus collaboration were 
encouraged and facilitated. Additionally, students were 
allowed to submit multiple briefs if they chose to do so.





In total, 20 issue briefs were 
collected statewide. The OSA 

Issue Brief Report is a collection 
of OSA Issue Briefs that were 
completed by students across 
Oregon in preparation of OSA 

Statewide Survey.



PHASE 02: OSA Statewide Student Survey

After collecting issues briefs, OSA's Council of Legislative 
Advocates initiates a collaborative process to pinpoint 10 key 
issues for inclusion in the OSA Statewide Survey. During this 
deliberation, the council uses a policy rubric as a guiding tool in 
selecting issues that align with OSA's mission and values.

The OSA Statewide Student Survey asks students to rank issues 
from least pressing to most pressing. By understanding how 
students prioritize these issues, OSA gains a better 
understanding of what matters most to the students. OSA 
administered the survey to students across Oregon’s college and 
universities from February 2024 - May 2024.





PHASE 03: Inquiry into Legislative Action

While issue briefs and survey results serve as a crucial tool in 
shaping OSA’s legislative advocacy, it's important to note that 
the process doesn't guarantee that every identified issue will 
translate into actual legislation. Rather, this process informs OSA 
about the key issues affecting students, enabling OSA to 
strategize and assess whether legislative action is both feasible 
and necessary in the future.

The decision to pursue legislative action during the 2025 
Legislative Session is contingent on the legislative landscape. If 
and when conditions are favorable, OSA strategically leverages 
the survey results to support and drive legislative initiatives that 
align with student interests.
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What issues were included on the survey?



After collecting issues briefs, OSA's Council 
of Legislative Advocates initiated a 

collaborative process to select 10 key issues 
for inclusion in the OSA Statewide Survey.
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How did OSA administer the survey?



Survey Methods

Prior to the launch of the survey, OSA’s Student Organizer Coalition worked collaboratively to 
set statewide goals and develop detailed campus campaign plans that would ensure robust 
student participation in the survey across a portion of Oregon’s public colleges and universities. 

The Student Organizer Coalition focused on eight (8) key campuses: Lane Community College, 
Linn-Benton Community College, Oregon State University, Portland State University, Rogue 
Community College, Southern Oregon University, University of Oregon, and Western Oregon 
University. Further, additional responses were gathered from Mount Hood Community College 
and Portland Community College, along with a few from other institutions.



Survey Methods (cont.)

The survey was designed to be accessible in multiple modalities, with students having the 
option to take the survey online or in a paper format. Online responses were collected via 
Typeform, an intuitive digital survey platform. 

Regardless of the modality, the survey format remained the same. Student participants began 
by providing contact information for accurate data collection, followed by the option to 
self-report demographic details. The survey's core involved ranking 10 key student issues from 
1 (most pressing) to 10 (least pressing).



Survey Methods (cont.)

Distribution tactics included 
direct email campaigns to 
students, social media 
outreach, and campus 
outreach efforts in 
collaboration with student 
governments and 
organizations. Further, the 
Student Organizer Coalition 
engaged in extensive field 
work activities on campus.
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What were the results and insights of the survey?



1,242
Total responses from Oregon students



937
public university student respondents

299
community college student respondents













To see all the results and further 
details about the survey, check 
out the OSA Statewide Survey 

Results Report. The report 
includes rankings across each 

campus and each demographic 
group.



TAKEAWAYS
The results of the OSA Statewide Student 
Survey reveal a clear and consistent 
message from students across almost every 
campus and demographic population: 
addressing the student housing crisis, 
investing in student basic needs, and 
improving mental health services are of the 
highest priority to Oregon students. This 
consensus underscores the widespread and 
urgent nature of these issues within 
Oregon's student community.



RECOMMENDATIONS

● Make targeted and strategic investments in student basic needs programming that 
support students facing housing insecurity, food insecurity, and beyond.

● Implement initiatives that strengthen wraparound services and equitable student 
access, such as expanding investment in mental health services, disability resource 
centers, and other campus supports that promote overall student well-being and 
academic success.

● Expand investment in need-based financial aid, such as the Oregon Opportunity Grant
● Expand investment in institutional support funds for Oregon’s college and universities

In 2025, the Oregon State Legislature can make a difference in the 
lives of Oregon students with policies and investments that:



THANK YOU!
Do you have any questions?


