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About Materials Management

The 2050 Vision describes how people in 
Oregon:

Produce and use materials

Conserve resources

Protect the environment

Live well
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Product Stewardship Programs
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Mattress Recycling Program

Drug Take-Back 

Program

Printed paper, packaging 

and food serviceware

(July 1, 2025, start date)



Recycling Challenges
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Public confusion over what can be recycled

Recycling services only available to some

Unstable markets and burden on ratepayers

More garbage and less recycling over time

Lack of transparency and reduced public trust

More public education and one 

statewide collection list

A system that meets the needs of all 

communities in Oregon

Producers share responsibility with local 

governments and ratepayers

Recycling increases as it becomes 

easier and more accessible 

Oversight of producers and processors 

to ensure responsible recycling

RMA Solutions



2022-2025

Program 
development

2021
Senate Bill 582 
signed into law

2018-2020
Recycling 
Steering 

Committee: 
framework for 
modernizing 
the recycling 

system

2017-2018
National 
Sword: 

international 
recycling 
market 

disruptions

Developing the RMA
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Assurance

that materials are 

recycled responsibly.

Education and outreach

to help customers 

understand what can be 

placed in their bins.

Statewide collection list

One recycling list for all of 

Oregon eliminates 

confusion. 

Shared Responsibility 

Producers, governments, 

service providers and 

community members all play 

an important role.

Recycling the Oregon Way

Expanded recycling services

Funding for new services and 

programming, infrastructure, and 

transportation.



Opportunity To Recycle and the RMA
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Portland Metro area, cities with 
populations of 4,000+ and 

unincorporated areas within the 
urban growth boundaries of those 

cities.

On-route collection of 
recyclables from garbage 
service customers.

Supplemental services, such 
as enhanced promotion or 
yard debris collection.

Sites that accept garbage from the 
public such as landfills or transfer 

stations.

Provide a depot solid waste 
disposal site or more 
convenient location where 
the public can deliver 
recyclables.

Opportunity To Recycle Act



Shared Responsibility System
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Oversight and integration

Responsible end 

markets

Recycling 

facilities

Oregon Recycling 

System Advisory 

Council



Producer Responsibilities
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Report

3

1

Pay fees

2

Register



Scope of the RMA
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Examples of items in scope (packaging, 

printing and writing paper, and food 

serviceware)

Examples of items covered by the Bottle Bill 

Examples of exempted products under the RMA



Beyond Recycling
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• Advance social equity

• Assess and disclose environmental 

impacts

• "Eco-modulate" producer fees based 

on environmental impacts

• Waste prevention and reuse program



Rulemaking 1 Rules
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Conforming updates to existing OTR rules.

Recycling acceptance lists.

PRO convenience standards, performance standards and 
collection targets.

Responsible end markets and other PRO Requirements

Local Government Compensation



Rulemaking 2 Topics
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Recycling processor permitting standards and fees

Living wages and supportive benefits

Waste prevention and reuse fee

Standards for evaluation and disclosure of impacts / ecomodulation

Covered product exemptions

Contamination reduction programming



SB 582 Implementation is Nearly Complete

2022 Jan. 1: RMA 
goes into effect

DEQ hiring
Recycling 
Council

Truth In 
Labeling Task 
Force report

2023 First 
rulemaking

First collection 
needs 

assessment

Contamination 
reduction 
research

Studies for 
processor fees

2024 First equity 
study

First 
multifamily 

study

Second 
rulemaking

(underway)

Program plan 
review

(underway)

2025
Producers join 

a PRO and 
pay fees

Processors 
obtain permit

(underway)

PRO 
implements 

approved plan

Recycling 
program 

rollout begins



Thank you!

RecyclingAct.Oregon.gov

Abby Boudouris

abby.boudouris@deq.oregon.gov
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Title VI and alternative formats

The Oregon Department of Environmental Quality does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 

national origin, disability, age, sex, religion, sexual orientation, gender identity, or marital status in 

administration of its programs or activities. DEQ does not intimidate or retaliate against any individual or 

group because they have exercised their rights to participate in actions protected, or oppose action 

prohibited, by 40 C.F.R. Parts 5 and 7, or for the purpose of interfering with such rights.

For more information visit Civil Rights, Environmental Justice and Accessibility web page.

Español |  한국어  | 繁體中文  |  Pусский  |  Tiếng Việt | العربية

Contact: 800-452-4011  |  TTY: 711  |  deqinfo@deq.state.or.us 
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https://www.oregon.gov/deq/about-us/Pages/titleVIaccess.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/deq/about-us/Pages/titleVIaccess.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/deq/about-us/Pages/titleVIaccess.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/deq/about-us/Pages/titleVIaccess.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/deq/about-us/Pages/titleVIaccess.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/deq/about-us/Pages/titleVIaccess.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/deq/about-us/Pages/titleVIaccess.aspx
mailto:deqinfo@deq.state.or.us
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