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Premise: 

(1) $800M was allocated 

(2) Single track designed for intercity 
passenger trains at 25-foot track centers

(3) Initially, BNSF asked to have 
segments constructed where their 
greatest industrial impact is located. 

(4) Only a portion of the total project 
was funded

WSDOT’s 2010 High Speed Rail 
(PRIIA) Application

Newly Installed 
HSR-Funded 

Trackage

BNSF Double 
Track Mainline

Coweeman
River

Longview, WA



(1) On-line Industry
(2) Mix of Fast & Slow trains -

Overtakes 
(3) No-Fit Trains (economically 

efficient for freight railroad 
companies)

(4) Passenger Train speed 
limited to 90 mph

(5) Maintenance of Track 

Issues with Co-mingling 
Passenger & Freight

#2



Jurisdictional Issues: 
When Track centers are less 20 feet  apart, you are 
forever required to have BNSF dispatch your trains. 
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❖ Amtrak Cascades is the 
WORST-performing 
route in the nation

❖ 34% reduction in on-
time performance from 
2013 to 2021

❖ 25% increase in freight 
train length over 10 
years
◦ From 2008 to 2017, freight train 

length increased from 6,000’ to 
7,500’

◦ Length expected to grow

57% On-Time 
(On-Time = 15 minutes or less)

Eugene – Portland Corridor On-Time Performance
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Japan Central Shinkansen - 99% On-Time
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Executive Committee Member, U.S High Speed Rail Association, Washington, DC 

President & CEO, TITAN Freight Systems, Portland, OR



Feasibility 

study

✓Report submitted to 

the WA legislature 

confirmed viability and 

demand

Economic

Impacts

Addendum

✓Economic impacts published

✓WA legislature directed WSDOT to 

conduct a business case study

Business case 

study 

✓The 2019 business case 

explored benefits of the project.

Framework for the 

Future

✓Decision-making framework & 

✓ inancial strategy

✓WA Legislature directed WSDOT to study future 

framework

Cascadia

Momentum

✓WA and B.C. sign agreement

✓WA Legislature directed

WSDOT to study feasibility

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020
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2021

2023

Confirmed

Jurisdictional

Partnership

✓WA-OR-BC MOU

Corridor 

Identification 

Development

Applications

✓CID and FSP grant 

applications submitted

✓USHSR provides coalition 

support letter

Cascadia High-Speed Rail
Progress To Date
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Cascadia High-Speed Rail Governance - Coordinating Entity 
Excerpt from June 2023 Legislative Report 



✓ American High Speed Rail Act (not passed)
• Proposed $205 billion over 5 years to rev up the US economy

✓ Infrastructure Investment and Jobs (IIJ) Act
• Approximately $10 billion available for high-speed rail grants

✓ Cascadia High Speed Rail: HIGH PRIORITY
• Project List Discussed with Secretary Buttigieg

2020

2021

2023

Federal High-Speed Rail
Progress To Date
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2021

▪ $50 MM state matching funds available upon award ($100 MM 
future biennia contingent funds)

2023

▪ $500,000 Corridor Identification Application (Awarded)

▪ $200 MM Federal State Partnership Grant Application (FSP grant 
not awarded)

2024

▪ WSDOT with corridor partners are submitting a CID “statement 
of work” for approximately $200 MM - Match - 90% federal / 10% 
state

▪ The CID program and funds are not a competitive grant fund 
process – The approval of statement of work results in the 
award of funding

▪ (Amtrak Cascades was approved for passenger rail)
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WSDOT High-Speed Rail
Progress To Date



High Speed Rail Quickly Transforms the Transportation Mix
(2009 Rail Speed Increased from 125+ mph to 200 mph)
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❖Equitable

❖Decreases regional 
disparities

❖Bridges the Urban / 
Rural divide

❖Creates Affordable 
Housing

High Speed Rail

Supercharges 
Opportunity



Strong Support for Cascadia High Speed Rail
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“If I could count on the 
train trip being under 
two hours and on-time 
from Eugene to 
Portland, I would never 
fly that route or drive 
on I-5 again.”

Congressman

Peter DeFazio,
Former U.S. House of 
Representatives Transportation 
Committee Chairman
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