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About Materials Management

The 2050 Vision describes how people in 
Oregon:

Produce and use materials

Conserve resources

Protect the environment

Live well
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2022-2025

Implementation 
begins

2021
Senate Bill 582 
signed into law

2018-2020
Recycling 
Steering 

Committee: 
framework for 
modernizing 
the recycling 

system

2017-2018
National 
Sword: 

international 
recycling 
market 

disruptions

How did we get here?
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Local 

government

Oversight and integration

Oregon Recycling 

System Advisory Council 

Shared responsibility model 
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Producers

Producer 

responsibility 

organization

Recycling 

facilities

Responsible end 

markets
Service providers
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A Modernized  

Recycling 

System



Scope of the RMA
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Examples of items on the Uniform Statewide 

Collection List and the PRO Depot List

Examples of items covered by the Bottle Bill 

Examples of exempted products under the RMA
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Expanded recycling services

Funding for recycling infrastructure and transportation 

subsidies
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Statewide collection list

Oregon commits to recycling better
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Improvements for multifamily collection

Recycling services and infrastructure for dwellings of 

five or more units
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Material processing

New standards for sorting quality, managing 

contamination, reporting, and paying workers a living 

wage.
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Education and contamination reduction

Engaging communities directly in system improvement



12

Producer involvement 

Producers now pay about 1/3 of all system costs 



A Collaborative Effort 

Over 90 people participated or are active in task forces, councils, rulemaking 
advisory committees and technical workgroups.  
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30 recycling industry 
representatives 

2 small business 
owners

5 environmental 
organization 
representatives

26 government 
representatives

4 PRO 
representatives

And many more! 

3 community-based 
organization 
representatives

18 producer 
representatives

2 public members 
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Recycling Council

Reviewed 

• Material Lists 

• Covered products exemption requests

• Waste prevention and reuse fee 

• Equity study plan 

• RMA transition phase proposal

• Specifically Identified Materials

Next up

• PRO plan review 
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Status update
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Recycling 

studies

The Act 

required DEQ 

to undertake 

several studies 

including the 

equity study, 

multifamily 

needs 

assessment 

and the 

recycling 

contamination 

study. 

First needs 

assessment

All Oregon 

cities and 

counties are 

eligible to 

receive funding 

from PROs for 

expanding 

collection of 

covered 

recycling 

products.

New staff

The Materials 

Management 

Program hired 

several 

amazing new 

staff to 

implement the 

RMA. 

First 

Rulemaking 

The first set of 

rules for the 

RMA were 

adopted by the 

Environmental 

Quality 

Commission on 

Nov. 16, 2023.

Major 

Milestones



Status update
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RMA.

Major 

Milestones



Rulemaking #1 update
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Recycling acceptance lists

Convenience standards, performance standards and collection 
targets for certain recyclables

Requirements on PROs, including fees to DEQ, coordination in the 
event of multiple PROs, and more

Standards for compensating local governments for transportation, 
contamination reduction, and new or expanded collection services

Responsible end markets



Materials Acceptance Lists

• Uniform Statewide Collection List

– Materials that may be commingled

– Assessed against 12 statutory 

criteria

• PRO Recycling Acceptance List 

– Materials PRO must collect

– Harder to recycle materials
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PRO Obligations - Responsible End Markets
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• Material-specific “end market” 

definitions

• Clarifying the “responsible” 

standard

• Mandating how markets will 

be verified

• Requirements for auditing 

verification results

• Defining “practicable” action



Rulemaking #2 topics
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Recycling processor permitting standards and fees

Living wages and supportive benefits

Waste prevention and reuse fee

Standards for evaluation and disclosure of impacts

Covered product exemptions

Contamination reduction programming



Major Milestones

2022 Jan. 1: RMA 
goes into effect

DEQ hiring
Recycling 
Council

Truth In 
Labeling Task 
Force report

2023 First 
rulemaking

Collection 
needs 

assessment

Contamination 
reduction 
research

Studies for 
processor fees

2024 Second 
rulemaking

First PRO 
program plans

First equity 
study

First 
multifamily 

study

2025
Producers join 

a PRO and 
pay fees

Processors 
obtain permit 
or certification

PROs 
implement 
approved 

plans 

Collection 
program 

changes start
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Thank you!

More information at RecyclingAct.Oregon.gov

Abby Boudouris

abby.boudouris@deq.oregon.gov 

Nicole Portley

nicole.portley@deq.oregon.gov

Cheryl Grabham

cheryl.grabham@deq.oregon.gov
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