School Meals for All

New Opportunities to Create Healthier,
Hunger-Free Schools for Oregon’s Students
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Oregon has Made Progress in Access to School Meals

e Every student deserves access to meals at school to help kids learn, grow,
and thrive.

e Participation in school meals is linked to better attendance, better health
outcomes, and higher future earnings.*

e 2019: Oregon incentivized participation in the Community Eligibility Provision

(CEP).
o CEP allows schools to offer breakfast and lunch to all students at no charge and without
applications.

o Over half of schools in Oregon now participate in CEP. Prior to the SSA, it was about one
quarter of schools.
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https://frac.org/wp-content/uploads/SchoolMealsForAll.pdf

Benefits of the Community Eligibility Provision (CEP)

Benefits of Free School Meals for All

\/ Ensure all students are hunger-free and ready to learn

\/ Reduce stigma in the cafeteria

\/ End school meal debt

\/ Ease administrative burdens

\/ Support innovative service models
\/ Advance racial equity 6
L=

esearch & Action Center (FRAC)

Pa a
HUNGER-FREE

OREGON


https://frac.org/healthy-school-meals-for-all

With New Changes, Oregon Can Go Even Further

e New USDA Rule (Oct 23) means hundreds more schools in Oregon are now
eligible for the Community Eligibility Provision.

e Participation in Medicaid Direct Certification Pilot (new this school year)
means SSA funding will go further than previously anticipated.

e Many schools that are now eligible for CEP do not yet have access to SSA
funding because state rules have not yet been updated.
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Recommendations

Short-Term

e Update Oregon Administrative Rules* to match new federal rules, allowing
hundreds of newly-eligible schools to participate in CEP.
e Rules as currently written are a barrier to participation.

2025

e Make School Meals for All the policy for all Oregon’s students. 8 other states
have already done this.
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https://secure.sos.state.or.us/oard/viewSingleRule.action;JSESSIONID_OARD=Jz3vmxnLPQefYpn64ShONrNKqhdhBZW9rV0pg3Eiv8Yb0ORUZwdk!943400972?ruleVrsnRsn=291229
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