
Hello, 

  

I wanted to submit my testimony in writing from last evening’s Joint Committee on Transportation 
Special Subcommittee on Transportation Planning meeting – I wasn’t able to fit everything I wanted to 
say into the two minutes available.  Also below is a figure from ODOT showing the rates of fatal and 
serious-injury crashes on different types of roadways – from which I used numbers in my testimony. 

  

Good Evening.  Thank you for your service to our State, and Thank you for listening 

If the gas tax had been indexed to inflation decades ago, we wouldn’t be here – we 

wouldn’t need to have this discussion because ODOT would have the funding they 

need to accomplish their important work and projects. – But here we are, spending 

millions and millions of taxpayer dollars talking about a tolling program that would have 

horrendous impacts.   

Tolling would cause thousands and thousands of drivers to divert around the tolls off 

the freeways onto local roads – where they would have six times the fatal/serious 

injury crash rates on urban arterials and even more on rural roads.  This tolling program 

would result in dozens more fatal and serious-injury crashes every year – do you want 

that blood on your hands?  

And when the drivers divert onto local roads, they spew out far more pollutants with 

the starts and stops and hills and curves of smaller roadways.  These diverting drivers 

will also be cutting through our town centers and neighborhoods and industrial areas, 

reducing our livability and further reducing the number of people who walk or bike. 

The people who would have to pay the tolls include outsize proportions of lower-

income workers who have to physically work at jobsites, and tolling hurts our 

desirability to current and future employers.   

Looking at the cost of this program – millions and millions to discuss it and analyse it, 

hundreds of millions to build the infrastructure, and then a very high percentage to 

administer all the details of the program – it would take over a half-billion dollars 

(roughly the cost of Abernethy Bridge construction) – it would take the first half-billion 

of our hard-earned dollars just to implement the program – before ODOT would even 

get a single dollar of revenue for projects or maintenance. 



If you value safety - If you value climate - If you value community - If you value 

walkability – If you value equity - If you value our economy - If you value efficient use of 

taxpayer dollars – 

Then stop this tolling fiasco in its tracks right now – don’t spend millions more on a 

conversation that has seriously eroded the people’s trust in the state - and instead look 

to established funding mechanisms – like adjusting the gas tax for the inflation of 

recent decades and a corresponding fee on electric vehicle charging or miles – to fund 

ODOT’s needs.  

  

  

   

Thank you, 

Mike McCarthy 

  

  

  

  



 

 


