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▪ In support of Governor Kotek, we 
recognize the significant danger 
fentanyl poses to our communities, our 
highways, and those suffering from 
addiction.

▪ The Oregon State Police is urgently 
engaging in a multi-discipline approach 
of collaborative solutions to reduce and 
eliminate tragic loss of life.

▪ The following slides will present data 
from our State Medical Examiner, 
Forensic Division, and Field Operations 
Bureau.



Oregon State Medical Examiner:

Drug Toxicity Related Deaths

“In 2022, 1,468 deaths due to drug toxicity were reported to the State 
Medical Examiner’s Office, a 35% increase from the previous year.”

- OSP State Medical Examiner 2023 Annual Report (pg. 53) 

1,297



Oregon State Medical Examiner:

Drug Toxicity Related Deaths

The State Medical Examiner reports their current caseload consists of approximately 6,500-6,600 cases 
per year of mortality and homicide deaths characterized by toxic levels of illegal drugs. 



Oregon State Medical Examiner:

Drug Toxicity Related Deaths



Forensic:

DUII and Postmortem Toxicology



Fentanyl Mitigation Strategy:
Four Core Efforts

Increasing and reallocating 
staff to strategic local drug 
enforcement teams including 
local and regional teams and 
HIDTA teams (High Intensity 
Drug Trafficking Areas).

1

Partnering with DOJ to 
update and make interdiction 
training available to public 
safety partners to avoid 
unlawful searches and 
address potential biases prior 
to implementing enhanced 
enforcement strategies.

2

Designing and hosting 
interagency saturation 
patrols with an emphasis on 
fentanyl interdiction using 
teams of narcotic 
enforcement K-9’s, drug 
enforcement detectives, and 
patrol resources.

3

Extending OSP’s High 
Visibility Enforcement Unit 
(HVEU) pilot that kicked off 
this summer, which uses a 
data driven approach to 
identify drug and alcohol 
impaired drivers who present 
a danger to public safety.

4



2023 Illegal Drug Seizures 



•Statewide - fentanyl powder seized: 3.9 pounds

•Lethal rate of approx. 800,000 people

•OSP Drug Enforcement Section (DES): 0.38 pounds

•Portland operations: 1.2 pounds

•Highway interdiction (K-9): 2.3 pounds

•237,254 fentanyl pills

October 2023 – Statewide Fentanyl 
Seizures

•2023 Year-to-Date Total: Fentanyl Powder — 170.5 pounds

•2022 Total: Fentanyl Powder — 170 lbs.

•2021 Total: Fentanyl Powder — 106 lbs.

Fentanyl Seizure Totals

Yearly Total

October: Year-to-Date 

Fentanyl Powder Seized
According to the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) two milligrams of fentanyl is enough to 
kill the average person. 



High Visibility Enforcement Unit:

A Statewide Effort



High Visibility Enforcement Unit

2022 Driving cases (urinalysis) of 1,476 requests

2013-2015 Driving cases (urinalysis)

Source: Oregon State Police Forensics Division – Toxicology Unit



OSP and PPB Collaboration

Evidence seized from one arrest/one suspect. 



Final Thoughts & Questions 

Touchpoints

Connections

Collaborations
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