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What led us here?

• Increasing complexity of wildfire seasons

• 2021-2023 biennium: Advancements made 
in statewide wildfire readiness and response, 
including a $15 million offset to landowner 
fire protection assessment rates.

• 2023 Legislative Session: $15 million offset 
not carried forward.

• Current funding structure dramatically 
increases landowner fire protection 
assessment rates and a workgroup is formed 
to consider solutions.
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Oregon Wildfire Funding

Cook, Philip S., and Dennis R. Becker, Ph.D. State Funding for Wildfire Suppression in the Western U.S. Philip S. Cook and Dennis R. Becker, Ph.D.*, University of 
Idaho College of Natural Resources Policy Analysis Group, 2017. 3
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Guiding Principles

➢We have a very high functioning response system. Maintaining a strong public/private 
partnership through a complete and coordinated system is a cornerstone of our success.

➢Catastrophic wildfire impacts have expanded beyond a natural resource issue; it is of 
greater urgent social concern, with impacts to public health and safety, community 
wellbeing, tourism, and our economy that affects all Oregonians. We are looking to 
establish a more equitable funding system.

➢Our funding system is too complicated and needs to be retooled to decomplexify, 
increase trust in the equity of the system, and ensure buy-in with our Legislature, 
landowners, and the broader public about who, how, and why we are paying into the 
system.
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Stakeholders Involved
• ODF & Board of Forestry
• Landowners

• Large and Small Private 
Lands with geographic 
diversity

• Public lands
• Conservation lands
• Tribal lands

Professional Staff
• Professional Facilitator

• Governor's Office Staff

Convened by Senator Elizabeth Steiner
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Workgroup Considerations:

• Understand the challenges with 
sustaining Oregon's current wildfire 
funding structure.

• Consider public impacts of wildfire 
(e.g. public health, economic, 
environmental). Does that change 
how we fund fire protection in 
Oregon?

• Seek a more equitable solution 
to wildfire funding:
• Reduce complexity
• Increase transparency and trust
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Thank You
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