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I'm writing to you to ask that the Committee vote NO on HB 4118 and the -1 

amendment.  

 

I am against Amendment 1 of HB 4118 as it unnecessarily pits two good things 

against one another: housing and farmland.  HB 4118 provides that a private 

landowner may request that a city expand its urban growth boundary (UGB) into a 

city’s urban reserve, by up to 100 acres for “workforce housing” and/or “workforce 

commercial” uses without going through the land use planning process. This would 

circumvent the public process by which urban reserves were designated; it would 

require cities to set up new, expensive structures to enforce “work force housing” 

restrictions; and it has unrealistic infrastructure provisions, among other things.  

 

The -1 amendment would entirely replace HB 4118 with a new concept, which could 

have an even more widespread and adverse impact on UGBs.  

 

Here are just some of the significant problems with the -1 amendment: 

 

It describes a multitude of possible tools to be evaluated, each of which could also 

merit its own task force, including “state funding and tax abatement for infrastructure 

investments;” change to statutes and rules; urban growth boundaries; infrastructure 

for large-scale industrial uses; and more. 

 

The task force membership is skewed towards landowners, developers, and local 

governments. 

Certain task force “slots” are narrowly worded in ways that are clearly meant for 

specific interests to fill them, yet that is not transparent to the public.  

The bill language indicates a bias for single-family housing zoning, an attempt to 

undermine middle housing and higher density housing, and a push towards 

expanding UGBs. 

The task force lacks the expertise that one would bring together for any one of these 

issues. 

   

Oregonians need more diverse and affordable housing in every neighborhood. And 

we need food producing-lands.  It is time to call a halt to saying that to have more of 

one we must sacrifice the other. We need much more care and planning so that we 

have the food and water sources to sustain populations in growing areas, which 

means we need to preserve our agricultural lands and not overburden our rivers by 



withdrawing more water for more housing without considering the needs for 

agriculture, fish, and wildlife habitat.  


